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AN 



ESSAY ON FAITH. 



W^E read in the Scriptures^ '* that a man 
^' is justified by faith, without the deeds of 
" the law," Rom. iii. 18. — ^that " by grace 
•* are ye saved through faith," Eph. ii. 8. — 
that the glory of the Gospel cpnsists in this, 
that ^' God's method of justification by faith 
*< is revealed in it," Rom. i. 17* — and that 
*< he that believeth on the Son hath ever* 
*^ lasting life, and he that believeth not the 
'< Son shall not see life," St. John iii. S6. 
And these tearts do not appear as insulated 
observations, nor are they liable to be ex- 
plained away as figurative expressions, or 
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strong language ; thej constitute most.im^ 
portant parts in the reasoning of tb^psjipr^ 
writers ; and the general tone of tbo cop 
text is that of sober and unimps^iop^ ar- 
gument. We ought not then to. wosd^/ 
that there should be a very lively and in^ 
quisitive interest excited in the minds of 
those who receive the Scriptures as the in^- 
spired ^^ord of .Gpd, at^ut <^^ pjfy^9e mean- 
ing of the term Jaitk. Neither ought we 
to wonder that many different meaniuDgs 
have been assigned %p i^ For as faith pa 
.the one hand, and unbelief on the otlu^r^ 
describe states of mind, which appear often 
to be absolutely involuntary, bs$i^ the ad- 
mission of evidence which it is imppgsible 
to reject, or the r^ctiob of evidence which 
it is impossibly to adoiit ; men have, fovnd 
it difficult to recoodlje their minimal to ^the 
association of ^ei^ial ha|q^in^s with.*the 
o^e^ and of et^rn^ misi^ry wilhitbe ot^r, 
as ^their ju^t end equitable caAsGi|Uen(i^^ 
To lesisen this difficulty, : or. to f e^ove i(^ 
some have supjgos^il that faith wAs a 3]an>> 
bplical expression for the whok r^^eiate 
character, or aU wtue&v ^oad tiiatJwbiBMef 
wa^ a symboUccd eaqpvesaion fox- the . iiioer 



^enemte character, or all vices. Others have 
isi^ppbs€& tliat ikith is one of two necessary 
eohditfidn^ df pardon, the other condition t)e- 
itfg^Obedtende, thte absence df either of which 
maiide ih& oth^r nugatory, and effectually 
e!|cklikfed from the Divine favour. ' Others, 
^leariy ' perceiving' that these views could 
ridt he reconciled, either with the general 
tttiOi' df the Bible, or with many riiost de- 
tided aiid unequivocal testis, have talked 
^^ra^ngfy of holiness and obedience, and 
Ittvie^ treated of fafith as if it were the chan- 
ik^ bf jiiitification, merely in virtue of an 
tfbltraty lippointinetit ojf God, afid without 
liny ^ef<^rence to itd moral effect on the 
Bbnfatt dmr^cter; ' 

•*^^Ih' thfe observations which I am now to 
ttiake,' I dhall poidt out the sources of some 
of the errors which have prevailed on this 
fnabjtet^—I khkll explain what appears to 
A^ to be tb6 corrieclt view bt ChHstiah faith 
id it^ exercise and otiject — an^ I ^all at- 
tetot>t to describe some <>f its counterfeits. 
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• Dottbtleiits the giieat source of error on 
tM'subjtet, k the corruption of the heart. 
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There is a great fallacy in, supp0^tQg that 
faith is an involuntary^ act. The Bible 
speaks of faith as a duty, and of unbelief 
as a sin. There are some who object to 
this language, and prefer calling faitti! a 
privilege;. and truly it is a most unspeak- 
able privilege. But if " he Who believe not 
is condemned already, )^f;aii^^e b^Uey- 
eth not in the :n4iHe pf.tbef ^pnly-rbegotteii 
** Son of God/' surely unbelief is a. sin, and it 
is our duty to avoid this ain ; John iii« 18. 
vi. S8, S9* According to the Bible, theq, 
faith is an act of the will, for duty and sin 
imply the action of tl|e will* And our t^a^ 
son speaks in the sapie.way* ' If the ))di^C 
of any fact naturally and i;fnp^ratively call^ 
for the performance of a particular duty, 
who is .the . man : that will, mo^;! ^MiLy;be 
persuaded of the . t^tb ;; gf thje ifect?/. He 
who takes a pleasiu^e in tb)3 peitorqa^ace pf 
;the duty, pr \^t who detests it ? : Haver not 
love and fear, and indolence and interest, 
.very considerable influence over our.beliet'? 
A surgeon who,; in the mjd&t of a-tcnqftpe^- 
tuous night, is assailed by a rumouiv . that 
a beggaf,.at the. distance of ■t^ti i|«taKl>ff, 
has broken his leg, and claims his* assist* 



ance, will more readily admit of opposite 
evidence, than if the circumstances were en- 
tirely changed ; that is, if the night were 
day, if the ten miles off were next door, 
and the beggar a rich nobleman. I do not 
mean' merely to say that he would nibre 
wilUngly go in the one case than in the 
other, but that his conscientious belief could 
be ihore easily engaged in the one case 
than in the other. He who knew what ^' 
was* in man, after declaring, that ** he 
*^ 'who' believeth on the Son is not con- 
*' demnejJ, but he that believeth not Is coh- 
'^ deijftned already,'' adds immediately, *' and 
''this IS the condemnation, that light is 
^^ cbnie into the world,' and men have toved 
'' darkhess rather than light. Because their 
«i^^e)Js were evil ;*^ thus most explicitly 
refi^rring belief and' unbelief to the state of 
the heart and affections. But though the 
sin of the heart is the root of all errors in 
religion, yet it is of importance to consider, 
those errors separately, that we may know 
them, and be prepared for them ; for it is 
by blinding our understandings that the 
deceitfulness of the heart operates. 



In the Bible, Christianity U. g| ven us as 
a whole ; but men are apt to ta^^ co]^fipe4 
and partial views of it. Faith is.cannect^ 
in Scripture, both with the par4Qn of «ii)i) 
and with the deliverance from the power of 
sin ; or in other words, with justificajtion^ 
and sanctification,according to cpmipon lan-^ 
guage. la its connection with justi^cation^ 
it is opposed to merit, and deser^, and work 
of every description j *^ It was by faith, that 
<* it might be by grace, pr gratuitous^ or for 
" nothing," Rom^ iv. 16. Sorue exclusive- 
ly take this view, which in itself is corr^t^ 

but which does not embrace the ^hola 

, . » • . . . 

truth. Faith, as connected with sa^ctifi* 
cation, ^' purifieth the heart," <* worketb 
^' by love/* and " oyercoEfieth the world/* 
and produces every thing which is excellent 
and holy, as maybe seen in that bright roll 
which is given in.Heb» xi. Some again 
are so engros9ed with this, view of the sub* 
ject, th^t they lose ^ight of the former.. 
This is a fruitful source of error* In order 
\o understand thoroughly the sepalrate parts 
of a whole, we must understand their con* 
nection with the other parts, and their aper 
cific purpose in relation to the whole. The 




ftrst tf th^'tWo classes thdt bare been die- 
scHMdi call- the dther iegdUsts, br persons 
who d^ild on their dwh perronnaiices for 
aedeptance with God. And they are per- 
haps light in this accusatibii; — ^btit they 
afei not aWare that they at^e very possibly 
guiKy of th^ liame oflTence. They rife al- 
most nnconsciOuiily veiry apt to think, that 
the^ have paid faith as the |)rice 6£ God's 
favour. The man who consideh fliitti mere- 
ly as thte chatitnel by which the EHvihe tes- 
timony cohcerning pardon through the blood 
of the Lamb is conveyed to his understand- 
ings and operates on his heart, catnnot look 
on feith as a work, betoiise he views it mere- 
ly as thfe inlet by which spiritual light en- 
ters his soul. Whilst he who considers 
itie declaration, ** he that b6li6veth shall 
<* b6^aved,'' as expressing the aibitrafy con- 
diti<m on which pardon will be bestowed, 
without referring to its natural effects on 
the character, requires tb be very much on 
Ms^ guard indeed agaiiist a de|)ehdance on 
his feith as a meritorious act. He will 
' not to be sure speak of it in this way, but 
he runs great risk of feeling about it in 
this way. And it is not tin worthy of ob- 
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servation, that those^ whose statem^Qtaip 
this respect have beea the highei^ have of-, 
ten, in Uieir controversies, assun^^d towar4a^ 
their opponents a tone of bitt^i^si a^d^ 
contempt,. most unbecoming t|)e . ChrisjtmK 
character. This looks like self-right^uei-. 
ness, and seems to mark that they are trust- 
ing rather in their own faith, which elevates, 
them, than in the .cros^ of Ghristt wbicb. 
would humble themj. 

In lil^e manner, the second of theses 
classes charge the other with, antinomi«^ 
aoism, though they themselves are liable ta 
the same charge. They bate the name of 
antinomiauiifm, and they wirii to.escape^ 
from it, as far. as possible, but they mktajke 
the way. Tlf ey are so.much opcupied ,witb 
the Christian character, -that they forget 
the doctrine of free grace, by the influences 
of which doctripe sHonep that character can, 
be formed* They; OAdeavour to become 
holy by sheer effort. Now this will never 
do. They can never love God by merely 
trying to love him, nor can Ihey hate sin 
by merely trying to hate it. . The. belief of 
the love of God to sinners*^and of the evil 
of sin<«-^as manifested in the cross of Chris$« 



ctti -nbliie accdmfdifib' this change within 

tfa^tti'/' Thbse.who sa1j«titatfe effdrtfoi: the 

@mp€\f preabh antinomiani^in ; because they 

prea<* a'dodtrine which can never, in the / 

iHKvre of things, lead to the fulfilment of I 

ttelaw. 

^ i^ shall ha v6. occasion' to illustrate these' 

topics fi^rther in tfa&conclUsion of the Essay; 

dud, in the meantimei let us consider how, 

anjd,.;to what extent, the introduction of 

acholnstic m^t^ysics into rel^ion has ob-' 

spared^ and perple^iLed the sutj^ect of fmlh. ' 

^. >T^^{>logical writers hav3s distiilFguMited^ 

and dceerihed different, kmds of. faith, ^ 

si^¥C«i|aiti«>^ and practical,— hidtorica9,'siiv-' 

]jPgjQ»n4'rea^Hzing faith. It; would be of little 

ilonaieqii&iiee what named wSe gave tofaith^^ 

qr^tp any; thing else, pi^ovided thei»e names 

did not interfere with the dtstincthess of 

our ideas of the. things to which they are 

a^t^ched ; but as we must be sensible that 

tkey do very much interfere wi£h these 

i(\eas, we: ought to be on our guard against 

any false impre93iQn» which may be re<^eiv- 

^ fropi- an incorrect use of; them. I^ it 

9Pt evident thM this Way df speaking has 

^ natural tendency to draw th^ attention 

B 5 



10 

away from the tfUng to be believed^ ft&d Ur. 
engage it in a fruitless examination of> the 
mental operation ^ beUetdng? And* jret 
is it not tme^' that we dee and hett of more 
anxiety amongst religious peojde^ aboatf 
their faith being of the right kind, tlmn. 
about their believing the righft things?. 
A sincere man^ who has never questioned' 
the Divine authority of the Scripture, and* 
who can conrerse and reason well on ittf 
doctrines^ yet finds perhaps that the state 
of his mind and the tenor of his life do not 
agree with the Scripture rule. He is very 
sensible that there is an error sofnewhere, 
but instead of suspecting that there is somc^ 
thing in the very essentials o£ Christian 
doctrine which he has never yet understood 
thorof^lidy, the :probability is that he, i|6d 
his advisers if he ask advice, come to the 
conclusion that his faith is of a wrong kind, 
that it is speculative or historical^ and not 
true saving fisith. Of course this conchi* 
sion sends him not to the study of the Bible, 
but to the investigation of his own feelings, 
or rather of the laws of his own mind. He 
leaves that truth which God has revealed 
and blessed as the medicine of our natures, 
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mA bewitclens hitndelf in a mitapiiysical Ia« 
b3ri*iiilfa. 

Thfe Biblef is throughoat a practical book* 
and ner&Ps in all the maltitude of cases 
^iiich it i^ts before us Ibr our instructioiiy 
do^ it suppose it possible for a man^ to be 
fgnorafit, or in doubt \^hethdr he really be« 
Ueves or not. It speaks ind^d of faith un* 
feigned^ in opposition to a hypocritical prev 
tence«^and it speaks of a dead faitfa when 
it denies the existence of faith altogether. 
Wo deny the existence of benevofence^ ar« 
goes the Apostle, wheil fair words are giv^r 
instead of good offices ; eten so we may de* 
ny the existence of faith when it producesr 
no fruit, and merely tents itself in, profes-^ 
sion8,-"^in such a case faith is departed^ it 
fs ^o more; it is dead-^there is a carcass to 
I be sure to be seen, but the spirit is gone* 
In the place to which I am noiiir referring, 
viz. in the second chapter of James, the 
writer gives another account of dead faith, 
which is very important; it occurs in the 
19th verse. This faith he calls dead, be- 
cause it relates to aft "Object which, vHhen 
taken alone, can produce ikb. eflfect upo^ ouf 
minds : ^ Thou believest that there is one 
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'^God, thou dost welly the devils also hs*. 
" lieve and tremble." Now the mere be-, 
lief of the unity of the godhead, however 
important when connected with oth^rtruths,: 
cannot of itself make a man. either better 
or happier. What feeling or act is theM, 
which springs directly from a belief, of the 
unity of the godhead? When connected 
with other things, it does produce effiBots ; 
thus the devils connect it with a belief in 
the avenging justice of God, and hence they 
tremble, because, there is no other God, no 
other power to appeal to. . Christians con* 
nect it with a belief in the love of God 
through the Redeemer, and hence they have 
good hope, for none can pluck* them out of 
His hands. But the abstract belief that 
there is one God, leads to nothing* Since 
the Epistle of St. James has been thus in-* 
troduced, it may appear proper that some 
explanation should be given of the appa* 
rent discrepancy between his doctrine and 
that of St. Paul. The two Apostles are 
speaking evidently of two different things 
A — St. Paul is speaking of the way in which 
a sinner may approach God— St. James is 
speaking of the way in which the Christian 
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cfaaraeter is confirmed: by the yaripus events 
and duties of life, and in which it manifests 
itS'teality to the conviction of men. Wben^ 
Eani says that '^ a man is justified by faith- 
^irabhoift works/' he means that a man re*, i 
oeiftes pardon through the channel of faith. ) 
without any good desert of his own. When 
James says that '* a • man is justified by. 
'* works, and ' not by faith only," bi^ means 
that the character is perfected, not by a 
piinciple which lies 'ipert in the mind, but 
by a principle which exercises itself in > ac*. 
tion. The use made of the instance of Abra- 
ham seems to favour this interpretation. 
'* Was not Abraham our father justified 
*' by works, when he had offered up Isaac his 
^son upon the altar? Seestthou how faith 
<^ wrought with his works, and by works 
<^ was faith made peirfect ?" The word h^ 
jtatmtfmi^ I am Justified or pardoned, as it 
generally denotes, may signify, I am made^ 
OF I become a just or good man; and it 
does occur in this sense in the version of the 
Old Testament by the Seventy. I am much 
disposed to be of opinion, that this is. the 
proper meaning of it, in ,the passage beforct 
us. The general text or subject of the two. 
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first chapters is contained in the 2d and 8d 
▼ersesof the first chapter : <* Brethren, ceitlft 
*«it all joj when jou fall into divers ivUtif- 
<* knowing this, that' the trial ofyoim faith 
^ worketh constancy, or giveth it (your 
^ faith) consistency and etilduTanee." The 
Apostle enlarges upon this text; ^e teaches 
them, that £aitfa unexercised grows weldcer, 
and at last dies; and, on the other hand^ 
ihat every exercise of it adds to its strength. 
The character thus advances one way or 
another, and we are ripening either for the 
harvest of eternal life or of eternal misery 
continually ; because either the principle of 
faith or the principle of self- will is exercised 
by every thought^ or word, or deed, that 
proceeds from us. This is certainly a very 
important view of the subject, whether it 
be the right view of the passage or nbt; 
but I think that the context favours it. 
Thus the reference to Abraham would have 
this meaning: ^* Did the character of' our 
'* father Abraham advance so, that he be* 
^ came the friend of God, by sitting still 
** and allowing his belief of the Divine kind- 
<^ nessr to him to lie dermant?*-*No; it ad* 
^ vanced by action, it was both proVed and 
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<< ebLef cited by tht offering up of Isaac, and 
** fajraodi exeroise was the principle of faith 
^* coiried on to its perfection/' The eom^ 
lOon InteTprfetaitkm of the passage suppotea 
that " td be jastified/' here signifies to be 
prated jfkut, and means tlie same tbiiig as 
tke expression in the 18th verse, ** to shew 
^ ftiah by works ;'^ an^d this majT be the true 
meanifng, tiiough I pre:feir the other as be- 
ing mine coherent with the rest of the ar«- 
gument. 

But to return from this digression. • It is 
not an easy, because it' is not a natural ex<^ 
erciflle of the mind, to look into itself, and 
ta%examine its various susceptibilities, and 
tbe mode or law according to which these 
aire excited by external objects; and whilst 
we are engaged in this manner, we must 
njscessarily remain to a great degree unaf- 
fected by those external objects^ which we 
aire usfing merely as parts of the aj^aratusr 
required for making the experiment on out 
own faculties. We must endeavour to be 
in some degree affected by them, in order 
that we may observe the mode in which 
they affect us; but that degree will neces- 
sactly be very inconsiderable^ in' consequence 
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of our attention being .chiefly dir^tedio*^ 
Wjirds our own feelings. . If I am inteat- iiii 
examining atid inTestigatirig tint pleaatsj^ 
emotion, which is'^proSiiQed in the: sdiads byt 
th;e«Qpnt6inplM;iw of the beauties of natare^ 
it is im|)09siUe that I can^f^eltmuch of lliafe 
pleasure.' Im^j b^.Sufikmndtfd'by all tbafe 
is sublime and aU' that is tpvMym creatftOff 
r— the rising sun npiay iavitd my enth^uaiaNB,.- 
but 'Memnon's lyre is. ailtot; I xemaini nwi 
touched, for I am contemplating my. ovEXk 
j^hid, .and not.the'^eenehsfore: me:: . ajyi 
tl^at power junsfed^.^iyhiQh AJcen^de; d^ 
sGri|i)es* as :^f iiarimed: in his Imghti d^sc^mi^ 
ingegr,'! ipuft .^ttr^e.t. ajud. abd(»j> the atf 
tention, before it <;an dUfuse afar, toy ;teiiT 
dexne^s' of mind. > Th^ de}ight|ul fedini; 
kfHTodiupedhy coptemp}tit|iig the jesil^iiftt 
u):yec;t; no4j by qbsei^viiig npr bj boiQwiaffi 
hop we ^jfnj it: .Xhe^mpi^thoipugldyjWd 
are occupied *by-the. ^j^t, thejmore the* 
roiJ^Jiily wiU :el^^ .pj^asuvaU^ SMSoeplJJbiUn 
ti?s be e3Mate4;. fndibejtnor^ interrupted 
and distracted p¥i: cjw^ntplt^tion oyTthe idIh 
Ject'i«, the n(oi;ei!i^)E|Oi|^$3r^le wU/b6 rthfe 
grati^catien arising^ ff<^ ^tv - We . K^mctfr 
excite the pleasisQg effo^ie^^bjr m^re effort^ 
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witfaoufr the real or imagined preseoce of ita 
natural exGitiag object, and whilst we: at- 
tenpfe t<^ analyse theiorigin and progress o£ 
theeiBQtaon, the otyect fades from our yiew» 
and the sensation dies along with it. Our 
minds are in this respect like mirrors, and. 
the impressions made on them res^nble. 
the linages reflected by minx»rs« No effort, 
of ours can produce an image in the mirror,' 
independent of its proper corresponding ob-i 
jeet. When that object is placed before it, the. 
image appears, and when it is withdrawn, the, 
image disappears^ And if, in the minuteness 
of our examination of the image, we look: 
too narrowly into the mirror, we may find , 
tiiat we have interposed ourselves between 
the mirror and the object, and that, instead . 
of the image which we expected, our own, 
face is all that we can discover. I beg the ; 
reader to bear in mind, that these obsferv^- 
tions do not at all interfere with the Christ-, 
ian duty of self-examination, which relates. 
not to the philosophy of the human mind, 
but to the actual state of the hun^an heart. 
The science of the human mind reqyires . 
this reflex exertion, because its object is tO; 
e:(amine and discover the laws according tO: 
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whibfa' the miad acts, or i« acted lipdfi ; but 
Ghnstita^ty reqttires no stich net, beeaiiseits 
objeiirtis npt to discoTet the lawa Mtkyifd^g 
to which the mi&d ig itnpressed^ but actually 
to n^ake impressions on the mind^ bypte^ 
seating to it» objects fitted and destined (m 
tkik pnifiose by Him who made the minid^, 
and fiised its laws. The otrjeets of relr^von 
were not rereaied to os, to sharpfen ouv fU^ 
culties> by dbset^mg how l^y were fitted to 
impress the mind, but that our kninds mi^t 
really be imj>ressed by them with the efaarac- 
teirs of happiness and holiness. These dia^ 
raoters are the subjects of self-examinaiioni 
and tbey are eUl coi^tained in the Divine 
precepts* Do we love God and our ireigfb*' 
beur, and do we give proof of the reality €f 
our'lote by ccftreii^ponding action ? Thi9 is 
a v^ry different process fr^nl that to Which 
I am ref^rrifig. My objett is, to point out 
the folly of attempting or expecting to 
ihakeany impressibns 6ti our minds by m^le 
effort, iasfead ^f bringitfg thetii into fcdn- 
tact with those objects which Grod has made 
known to us in the Gospel as the proper 
means of producing those impressions-—* 
and especially to warn against that parti- 
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cular species o£ ibis geneml error, which 
comists^iji consideriilg rather h&w we be- 
lieve than "what we believe. 

Frott this ikietaphysical habit of conei* 
during and attending to the mind itsdf, 
and the. mode in which it is impressed, ra^* 
tfaer than to the objects which mi^e the 
inip]:e8sion, arose the division of faith iiito 
different kinds ; and thus the ftelings of 
mea^were substitated in the place. Of the 
tangible word of revelation. 

A true faith does not properly refer to 
the mode of believing, but to the object be- 
lieved» It means the belief of a true thing. 
As a correct memory does not refer to the 
processv by which the impression is made, 
but to the accarate representation of the fact 
remembered. It means the r^nembrance^ 
oi a thing as it happened. When, after 
hearing a person relate incorrectly any his- 
tory with which we are acquainted, we say, 
*< he has a bad memory,"' we mean merely 
that he has not remembered what happened. 
So when we say tb^t a man has a wirong 
belief of a thing, we ought to mten merely 
that he does not believe the thing which 
really happened. The way to correct the 



moriiory is not to yrork with the faculty it- 
self iadepeideiitly^f its:object» bdt to dt- * 
tend more minutely atld catefitlly to^ that 
object.' Aiid this is tbe Only way of cor- 
recting the belief too. Were a man, ^en i 
enc^eavouric^ fa recollect some circumstance : 
which had escaped him, to direct his atten-t 
tionto thfe act. of recollection rather than* 
to the thiag to be remembered; he :would> 
infallibly fail in his purpose* In Kke man- 
ner^ if be wishe3 to believe an^ thing, tfa^ere. 
can be no* more successful way of thWdrt- 
Ukg his own wish, than by directing\h}s at- • 
tanliop 40 tlie : ntental o(>eration df b^lie^-t 
ing$ ins^ad of considering the thing td' be^ 
believed^' apd' the evidence of its truth; 

But is'^tb^e no such thing asawrotig': 
or fake way- of believing whait is* true?. 
Are npt the most important truths often 
believed without producing the- slightest; 
e0ect on the- character.? Do we not some-, 
times find men who. are prq>ared to die as' 
ipartyrs to the truth of a doctrine which : 
nev^r influenced a feeling of their hearts?! 
Let us pidi: out tiro- of our acquaintances, ' 
and let us question tbem separately as to: 
their religious beUef, concerliing God and > 
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eternity, atad their own duties and their 
own.hope$; tUe afasitefs. which; tliej^ ^veare 
4n «ul;]i$taiice.the same; and. yet their paths 
JQ . lifi^. are diametrically opposite ; the Jife 
tqf tl^e one is in harmony with the belief 
fwhf ch, heprofesses, the other's* is not* They 
^ai^ hoth^tnda^bla Of deceit;, how .then are 
Ma^.to-atfiotmt^for this difference, except by 
'jaqq^ifing:tbaE£ there is a right and a' wrong 
'Vj9y,i»C hfiUeWn^ the same, thing? This 'is 
fCfirtidnly a ' very! impdrtaiit question, and it 
•seems ta me cftpable of a very satisfactory 
tidlution. ' Although thiese two pevson^ use 
4dnular langiia|^raiid appear to beDi&ve',the 
.satseyt^gs^ yet Jn ireid^itkay difier e8»> 
isentiaUjirin' Ike.'snbj^ct-matttfD q£ their be- 
liefs JButthis rifuiteSx&rtbsriiUihitration; 
.:^e: 4W $0 rm^nch^aidi^ tD/^atisfy ouiv 

jathw wiAfe: wgye.idedis on fihe) subject of 
.r^JigiQiii ±ldi£ w.e'«e easily deiceivfed by. a 
TgfBOera) 'reaejo)blance<^9tateme]kts: witb-rje<> 
•g4rd t<rit^ a^the word/dtf/iftjhasibeeD^so 
4Mi£h::witMr^^n from xbrntion^wit, ia^ldso 
*'niii^i9i;4evci|ddto r^|;ious .puvposter tiiatit 
rhia.vei^ :.w«Gh lo^t itsrieal iitipart. /To 
Tvu^e if^^Uiin^ It .thit^g,.' to believe' a thing, 
aad.to Understand a tbtug.tts ^a truth, are 



idxpressions of tlie same'impdrt* No man 
can be properly said to beliiite aivy tlikig 
whidi'is addressed to his thi&kkig*fa^iiliy, 
if he does not underataod it« :>Let^ uk sup- 
pose ia Ohinese, who caoi speak no latiguage 
but his own/ brought before an iBnglish 
jury as a witn^s. Let him bring nHth lijia 
rertifioaftes mad testiin4inials of ebarMl^ 
which {dace his truth and^ integrity^bove 
all suspidcm. There is not a doabfr enter- 
tained of him. But he gives his evidence 
in Iris own ianguage* I adE, does ^ny bne 
jaryman believe hisn? CertiifiDly {Bet^^^it 
is alxsoluteljt happsable-^-Bohody und«r«- 
fitandsA ward that Jbe -utters^ if^'dailfag 
the course of the evidence, the jury w^ere 
asked wheUier or nottfaey believed what be 
was telling theoi, would thef not smile at 
the :qiiestion ? And yet they know thai it 
is truEth. Ihey tmderHand that the Urit- 
nOTS is an honest man, and they believer 
fapjistb^ understand, h«t tbey:cdi9i UUeve 
no fitrther. An interpreter is brought—- 
he tristBsrlates the evidenoe; ^lottr the jury 
uaderstand^tr^md their belief acc0m|^nies 
dpteivAiadefttaading. If one of the jnry had 
undetsstood^CSiiiMsse, the difference 'between 
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bis belief and that .of the rest, would hare , 
bwn fMaciu:ate}y qieasared, by the diBkh 
te^ilgQ. of thmr undeTfktaDdings. They all 
l^rd (the lame sounds^ and saw the same 
motim^ but these was only mte of thMar, 
4a whom these symbols convejced any: mean- 
ti^.-: Now tte meaning was the thiAg of 
importance to be > believed-*— and the pioof 
o£ tbe man's integrity was of eonsequence 
Bierely esi account of the authority whidi 
ii.gdve to hi» meaning. : 
. • .Faith and reason are saoften talked of as 
Qot enl(f dtstinot f^om, but even opptosedte 
€^i^other» l^at I Itel h of important to 
pvesa^this pointy^ by farther e&amplea^ finm 
^anuliar 4ife« Sevetal m4n:hants receive 
fiFonif*helri€09reBposideiii at a^distaaoey let- 
ters^ iiecommending thevi to iMlow a parts^ 
eular mousse in their'tmd^ in brderto escape 
a threateoed leys, and to- insuit a craridcir- 
aftile^profit. And this advice 4s aceoa^aaied 
by the infontiation and reasons on wUdh it 
is founded. The speculation requires a 
good deal of ha^ibood, andaaioet'iaiplicit 
confidence in the informatien ccnbmunicat^ 
\^> One of the merchants* on ireading 
his let-in*) ^ oanaot .IjjSlieve that he is. itt any 
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such danger as is represented to bim-^he 
^declares the letter, a forgeij^ mud throws it 
into the fire. Another knows; the hand- 
writing too well, to doubt of: its really 
coming from the person whose namie it 
Jiiears ; but he does not believe its contents, 
and therefore does not act according to its 
instructions. A third reads his letter as 
an essay on mercantile affairs in general, 
without observing the application of it to 
his own immediate circumstances, or the 
call that it makes on him for instantaneous 
4u^tion; and therefore he also is unmoved 
by it A fourth acknowledges the signa- 
ture andthe jauthority of the information, 
fhiit reads, the letter carelessly, and takes up 
^ ^jrong idea of , the course recommended, 
4nd sets about a ^culation, before he has 
.made, himself acquainted with his corre- 
^pOndient's plan ; and.consequently receive 
asjittle. benefit from the communication as 
any of the former. Now it is quite clear 
that not one Of the four believed the in- 
formation of. their /correspondent. Their 
unbelief is. of different Mnds, but the re- 

4. 

fult is the saineJn alL. A letter is merely 
the vciUcle of a:meaning, and if that mean- 



25 

ing is not believed, the letter itself is not 
believed. The two first understood the 
meaning of the letter, and rejected It open- 
ly ''arid professedly on its own merits. The 
two last openly and professedly assented to 
it, but they believed their own interpreta- 
tion ofit, and not the meaning of the writer. 
It is an absolute absurdity to ' say that a 
meaning can be believed without being nn- 
defstood— ^and therefore nothing which'has 
a meaning can be fully believed until the 
ineaning" is understood:* When a thing is 
said or done, of which we don^t perceive 
tB# meaning, we say, we don*t understand 
that. We are sure that the word has bieeni 
$p6ken or the action perfbrmed, but we doxiH 
apprehend its import. Can we possibly 
{hen believe that import ? In such cases, 
understanding and belief are one and the 
same thing. The third and fourth mer- 
chants could, perhaps, both of them, repeat 
tbeir letter by memory; and the third espe- 
cially, though ignorant, and therefore un- 
believing as to its immediate application, 
couTd probably talk well of its gefneral prin<^ 
tiples, and quote Adam Smith in illustra- 
tion or defence of it. Theti is( a fifth, Who 

c 
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l-ei^ acknowkdlges the signalfuie, u^d^r- 
stan^^ the contents,, beJiieYea them, u4 ;^^9 
accordingly. This man bdier^^ the mean- 
ing of his correspondent, and if tbeinfor- 
PiajtioQi w^ good, he reaps t^ fuU adiwi* 
t^ge of it. 

In sdigion there cauno^ be an j cases fia* 
rallel ta tl^tf^^*^^ second merchants No 

rna^ can believe that the Bible was written 

' • ' , • > 

liy Qo(), and at the same time op^nlj pro- 
£^ to disbelieve its contents; and tbfsre 
apo notreiy mimy wlio avpw their unbelief 
o^ the Diyii^e in^r^ion. ,o^ the Scriptures* 
Qut there ^^e many, nominal Christians in 
9ittt*Uo|}s very closely resembling, that of 
$b^ jujEym^n above mention^ and of the 
tl^rd ^ndfojurtb merchant^. Are there .not 

XSfmj who w^ld b^ astfOni^hed ai^i h^^ ^^ 
^ii; Cbi^^aity w^re dovbtfdi iv)ha eyi* 
dt^ly.a^achf as little meaning to tfac) words 
Judgment, £^emif]/f ^ and . Justi^afm by, 
^th m Chrisil» as :tbfise H?en, did; |o.,the 
Ciii^m vae»bA^§? .C!ai?,thf|sq:be said toibp-p 
Um9.? Ar« iklpese not m^ny. who can speak 
ami iHWwii: or^hqdoflMy^ mi logic^Uy on the 
dtocstiims^pf^tjl^e Gqpp^, ai|4 y(?t do not un* 
de9»t^ thQ MrgeD<{y gC these dpctrines in 
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fl{)|)licition ta Uteir oiKn>soub ? Tbne do 
not believe the meaning of the Gospel sure- 
fyi Jbidaie'ilierdiiot.BimiijrirhD^ mistaking 
lito fwkole acopeof the Bible^ find in it, 
mikatA»:n9t. tfaere-^ a plaD: of jintificalien) 
in wfaicih man perfonsas joais^part, if not tbe 
HdK^, iA'tfaie:Woyfc> of redemption; or see 
in^it merdhrra Iffit- and a dciscarqltion of du* 
ties, . bjr the: per&nnaiiGe o^: wiiicfa^ aoAn 
n^iyirecomBiend'fauiisdf' to the SBefimt. of 
God ? Those who believe this, believe tbmt 
0!BrBr>vain imagftiiationi aad mot the Gospel. 
AwtmMk ivho is honest tin his^belittf of that 
vKhiflb he^profiattes to beifere; is certainly 
fiee - from Ahe cfaatge^ oB deceit > and hj/fn^ 
emf ; biit>hi8 hcttteslywjil not eoisrartalie 
into a tmtb: it cannot mnko^ tlMt good 
iEidiii% itkkb is not gooA ne^s; itcatwiot 
ehange the import of the Bible, or tbemi^ 
Of God. '^ Uttdei«tandes<^ thou what tbon 
'' readestF' was Philip's qwesiion to tiio Eih 
nudh }' and it is aquestien 'W^ieheach^9ead- 
0r of the Bible sh^ould put most jeaioualj^ 
to^hmwelf ; for, as It is #aid in the pamble 
ctfHke' sowev, .*^ wlKen any one bewelh Ibe 
«^ wtoiti ef^th^. kingdom^ and mdetstmuk^ 
^ it Ml$ theniieometli tb^ Widted ^sie »d 

c 2 
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^^ catcheth away that which was sown in hid 
" heart." 

The Jeiiirs believed in the Divine antbo*' 
rity and inspiration by which Moses spoke 
— ^they had much more reverence f/ouc his 
name and, honour than the .gr^tt bulk of 
professing Christians have for the name and 
honour .of the Saviour<*-'and yet He who 
knew .the thoughts of the heart, declared 
that they did not believe Moses ; ^^ for/' 
says Je^us Christ, ^* had ye believed Mo- 
*.* ses, ye would have believed me» for he 
<< wrote of me; hut, if ye believe not his 
*' writings, how shall ye believe njy words.?" 
He does not mean here to c}uestio^ i their 
belief that God .had indeed spoken l^yMo^ 
ses ; but . to deny : their belief of Moses' 
megning. ; They did not understand Mbses, 
and therefo];e they could not believe him-rt 
they believed their own interpretation of 
hisMw, not bis own meaning in it* . * 
. I m^y understand many .things whitih,.! 
do not believe ; but I cannot belii^ve . anj^ 
thipg which. I do not unde]:&itand» . unlew it 
be. somethiiig addressed merely ,to my senses* 
and UQt tp my thinking faculty. A .man may 
witli gieat propriety say, I understand t\t9 
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Cartesian system of vortices, tiiough I don^t 
belieire in it. But it is absolutely impos- 
sible for him to believe in that system 
without knowing what it is. A man' may 
beliere in the* ability of the Inaker of a sjts- 
tem, without understanding it ; but' he cab- 
not beliiere in the system itself, without un- 
derstanding it. Now, there is a meaning in 
the Go&pel, and there is declared in it the 
system of Grod^s dealings with men. This 
meaning, dnd this system, must be under- 
stood, before we can believe the Gospel. 
We are not called* on to believe the Bible 
mereiythat wetnay give a proof of our 
willingness to submit in a:ll things to Grod's 
authority, but that we may be influenced 
by the objects of our belief. Wh^n the, 
Apostle of the Gentiles gives a reason why 
he is not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
be does not say .because it is a message 
from the King of kings ; he does not found 
its- importance simply on the authority of 
the promulgator of it, but in a great mea- 
sure an its own intrinsic and inteUigible 
vakie — '* Ear it is the power of God unto 
•• salaation to every one who believeth,** 

Rom. i. 16» Salvation here signifies healings 
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or .deliversiioe» pot from ifae condefnimildoii, 
butfrom.theiaflaeiice of sill. Hia inaMit^ 
for not beings ashamed of (this Go^dl thoa 
WM, because it was the m^fhtj^inittuossnt 
which God had ptepared far faeattng -the 
spiritual diseases of meii* The 'g*rtst .ioM 
portance of the dbject toibe attftinedby tto 
publication of the Gaspeltiiivestedit'wMiit* 
high dignity^. OMt he'^Aoesnot leaf e^hii Ri^ 
man disetpks hese ; be €»plaitta to ^tbom/ 
AiWthis great -olgeet it attflined— ^he teliii 
them what it is in the Gospel which pi^w 
duces this effect-*-^ for/' continui^s- 11^= in 
the 17th vitmBg ^^ herein is revdaled God% 
^ pkn of JQStilfioation bj ftiith.'' Rigbteoos^ 
nessy through Ibis £^tle, almost w)fihofrt 
exoeptieo, signifies the merejr of <StoA taa-' 
mfested in pm-doning einnen for the sdte^ 
of the atonement of Cbriet. He is afters- 
wards at much pains to demonstrate to 
t^m, that the belief of this mercy has, from 
the Yery natuite of man, thttt healing infl(i<- 
ence wMch he had ascribed to it. I may' 
renodc here, that tile passage of Mtrladii, 
in which the Messiah is pnedicted xttider 
the figure of 4ftie Sun of Righteoiiseess, or 
fiirgiving mercy^ bears a striking^ resem- 
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hl&nce ih {tteamog to the Vcsrli^s "tvbkh have 
been 4^ted frcm the Ej^tie to the.lto- 
inanif. The Apostle r^inesehSi judtifieatidn^ 
or tfce resiisnoti of sliis^ as'ttepronliiient 
feature ilnd charactferi^tie bf the GospeI» 
atid to this he atoihes the ^h6\t of it^ 
hediog or skltttary jpoirer,— ithd the pro- 
phet'$ eye» ih like matltier» is danght by the 
Bbsoti^iffg glory and brilliancy of this plaa 
of red(nii|M;i6nf-^fae sees from a&r a new m^ 
iiilbstation of the Divine bhdradter fisihg^ 
oh the dafk world. Maby and diversified 
are the high attributed of thiat chiaraeter j 
but asthe diffei^ht tays of the hciCurai IrgKt, 
wbeh combined^ Bpp6to biit one brightness 
— so the miihy ir^ tff that s|iiritual light* 
when ciotiibijt^, npj^^r but otie Snn of 
metcy-^-ahd the t^kms \vhich this Sdn 
shtidts fbirtfa, are ptirdobs/ Which heal the 
heitrt^ they enter. 

. In order thein to ihe believing of the 6ds^ 
peli it is neces^aiy that the plan of justifi^ 
catidh by Mth diouYd be understdod; be^ 
caitise this is the pirominent feature of th6 
Gofiipd, and because the benefits bestowed 
by the G6ilpe}, are communicated to the 

soul (iitou^h the knbwfec^eof this doctrine; 
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What is the difference between know- 
.ledge or understanding, and faith ? ^ur 
.understanding of a thing means tb^ CQncep- 
tion which we have formed of it. ortheim- 
pression which it has made op our jpf^m^, 
without any reference to its being a reality 
.in nature independent of our thought, ^r ^ 
mere fiction of the imagination : And faith 
is a persuasion, accompanying these impres- 
sions, that the objects which produced them 
are realities, in nature, independ^t of our 
thought Qr perception. This persuasion of 
reality accompanies all the different niodes 
in which our knowledge is acquired, as well 
as the testimony of others. When ^n ob* 
ject is presented to my eye, the impression 
which it makes upon me is accompanied by 
the. persuasion, that the object which pro- 
duced it is truly described by the impres* 
sion which it has made, . and that it is ^, 
reality independent of myself. . When a 
proposition in mathematics is demonstrate^ 
to me, a persusision accompanies my under? 
standing of it, that these relations of quan* 
titles are fixed and unalterable, and altoge- 
ther independent of my reasoning. Whef| 
the generous or kind conduct of a friend 
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meets mjr difficulties, my impression of the 
iact is accompanied by a persuasion of thef 
i^aTity of tliat generosity or kindness, as 
Qualities existing in my friend's heart alto-^ 
^ether independent of my thougpht or feel-' 
ing on the subject* When I hear through 
'i channel which appears to me authentic, of 
some melancholy or some joyful event, there 
is; ail accompanying persuasion thatthere is: 
a real cause for joy or sorrow. 

IFaith, then, is just an appendage to those 
faculties of the* mind by which we receive 
impressions from external objects, whether 
they be material or immaterial. It stands 
at the entrances of the mind, as it were, and 
passes sentence on the authenticity of all 
information which goes in. Now, as faith 
is merely an appendage to another faculty, 
is it not evident that its existence and ex- 
ercise, with regard to any particular object, 
lAust depend on the existence and exercise 
of that faculty to which the object is ad« 
dressed ? A man born blind has no impres- 
sions from light, and therefore he can have 
no iPaith with regard to such impressions. 
He has not the slightest conception of what 

c 5^ 
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is meant by a coloured body, and tbeiefisre 
he cannot believe in a coloured 1x>dy. He 
may believe that bodies have' a qnalhy 
which he is incapable of peicdvk^ but 
what that quality is he does not know, alid 
therefcu:ie nnhot believe in it. Faidi h the 
persuasiod that the impiessibn an the mind 
was produced by a real object; B«t if. no 
hnpressien is made upon the mind^ what 
room is there for the eacerciise of belief ? / If 
he, like another blind 'man> has -formed an 
idea that red is like the sound of a triimpet, 
the impression is a felse one, and the belief 
appended to it is also false, that is^ it is ap<> 
pended to a false impression. For faith 
must always derive its character from the 
impression to which it is appended. 

If the impression is correct the fiiitii is 
correct ; and if the impression is incon^ect, 
the faith is incorrect. And wbdn we are 
considering impressions as pixxluced by ob«- 
jects supposed or known to be real, we may 
yery properly explain faith to be* the imi- 
pression made on our minds by aoine mch 
object. 

A man altogether destitute of the facul- 
ty of discerning the relation of numbers 



and qonlittes, doiftid fiot anderstahd how 
iw0 and two nuke fottr;^)ier^ cchM Ve' 
iJEMefdite no impte&Aoti (an Mi mi Ad cotrt* 
spMdhig to this truth, and tberefore there 
eould be bo faith ift it. There are many- 
perscfiift wkio6e minds have beeii so little 
e;3^i?cised iti this way^ that, thoagfa they' 
ittay nbtlbynttt^re be incapable ot receiving 
8 whriakpt^ssidfis, it would yet be ab^Iutely 
impossttile to make them comjnr^iieiid h ma- 
themftCical process &f any intricacy. Thete 
persotis may believe dertain abstract truths 
on the autthdtity of others; but they never 
Gad bblieve in the processes by whicb they 
are debranstrdted, beciause tliere are no im- 
pressions on their minds corresponding to 
these processes. The same reasoning holds 
good with regard to our knowledge and be- 
liisf on subjects which address^ bur mora! fa- 
culties^, and other internal sen^atfolas. We 
ImiSt have impressions made On otir minds 
eorrespondiitg to iubral (|aalities, or to the* 
conditions which address oulr sensitive na- 
ture^ before we can believe in those quaK-' 
ties, or iii the tneMidg of' those events and' 
conditions. How, for iristahce, do we be- 
come acqisrainted with the idea of danger, 
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but by an iiqprespiim Ot fesir pnoduc^d ia 
Qur piinds ? Can we becpme .acquAurt^d 
with it by apy other < way, ? . Impo$sabte ; for 
the oiily meaning, of. danger, is, that it. is 
something fitted to. excite fear« \ How 4o 
we become apqi)9int€4 with< the ixieaning 
of generou$: worth and excellence, but bor 

thejove, esteem, and admirajLiQPi.wfaicbitfa^gr 
excil^ in us ? To a maui whose heart ia.u^t- 
terly dead to kindness, what meaiilng: oouid 
kindness convey? Wh^re therei£6^ dlo mo- 
r^l impressions on the mind» itheri^ imn be 
no belief on m[oral subjects; and accord- 
ing to the degree of the impression is the 
measure of the belief: For, in fact» tbeim-* 
pression is the belief, and the belief is the 
impression* 

. In illustratipn of this, let us suppose two 
men travelling together whose minds are 
. differep tly constitu ted. One has • the ordi- 
nary degree of alarm at the idea of death; 
the other is entirely devoid of any such 
feeling. They come into a situation in 
which their lives are endangesed» A stma* 
ger passing by, interposes betwe^ them 
and the danger, and sf^ves their. lives, but 
at the expense of his own.' Our two tra- 
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vellerB haVe both of thein the u^e of their 
^yes^aad'tfaeit^rB ; they have both of theiri 
ne^n aiyd heard precisely the same things, 
BnA when they tell their story^ tfa^ two 
iiarrativ>es agre^ itiost minutely : And yet 
they betiete^wo essentially dififerent things* 
QPhe^one believes^ that the disinterested and 
tyeroic -generosity^ of a stranger has saved 
I^Bft from what he cannot but consider as 
a ^larjt smd. awfui fate. In oorisequaice of 
thi85heirejoice8 in his safety as far as his 
sorrotr for bis noble ben^actor will' permit 
-^he ieels himself laid . under the most sa- 
cred obligation to reverence the memory of 
this benefabtori and to repay to his surviv- 
VBig frielicb or family that debt of gratitude 
which he owes for his deliverailce. The 
other understands notbingi and consequent- 
ly believes nothing of all this^-^he saw no 
eiril in the death with which they were 
thi^eatened, and of course no getoero^ity in 
bim who rescued them from it by encoun- 
lering^it himself-- ^he neither feels joy, nor 
sorrow, nor gratitude, excited by any part 
of the history. These two men do not be- 
lieve the same thing in two difi!&rent ways ; 
they in fact believe two different things 
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fixamine the two nnpirestimiSb Xbejr; may 
be compai^ to the traces bft bf the same 
intaglk) on two different sikfortafao»'-4he 
one substance too solid to yidd to. the pres^ 
sure, or receive the mduld of the fculfrtme/ 
exhibits nothing perhaps but the oval qqI^ 
line of the stiMe^^v^hitet the other, possesa* 
ingthe right 'consistency, and coming iti 
contact with every portitMk of the substance, 
receives and retains its perfect imi^e, and 
exh^ts, it may be, linesanetfis wfakli ex-* 
press all that ihind can grasp in thought^ or 
feel in tenderness. The mind of the one 
traveller has come in contact with eveiy 
part of the action, and bears away accord'* 
ingly tte impo^ession of the whole; the 
mind of the other was incapable of cobiing 
in contact with the whole, and of c6nrse 
has received a most imperfect' and partial 
impressioii. We can dnly know ihe^ quali- 
ties of things by eolrespdnding sutbeptibi* 
Hties in our ewn minds. The absence of 
the susceptibility of fear absolutely incapa* 
citated our traveller for tinderttslhding dan- 
ger, Md consequently for cotiiprehending 
the generosity of thfe stranger's interference, 
or for perceiving that there was any thing 
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j^fhl in Ins own Afk^bmvoi^ Tine iaetiami 
of men are not to be considered as meri^ ei^* 
tMitatskdls^ OT dciall oaibaaws^-^tbejit itt so 
far vtaemUe 4k»Be wlktr asAtkemn tiiat tbisf 
htaiiea^irit'tod &M;er«al Ufe^ as ^ett as an 
<Hi*iratd fojAi-K^'^aiid tbat tlds $|iini conati- 
ttites their diarMter* Ol cOwrae tk^ii we 
do not imdasttod nor brlteve a morbl a&* 
tion> whilst we donot enierimlfoits^irit 
and metaitig : and we cam only ^iter ittto 
the qaalky of 'itsr ^parit, tbrw^ the encifce* 
went of the eorresfioirijiig silswptibitities 
of OOF own mindsv In morals^ we realJjr 
knot^ otily i^hst we feeL We itM^ tatk 
about ieeliitgs which w^e a6Ter.exp^ienGed» 
and peiriap^ eten eenrectljr emmgh ; but it 
it jast asa faiiiid pbiiosc^dm bwj taHs about 
colours. 

I. baire fane put* I3le cdotreme caaa of the 
total destiitition of a particular siidceptir 
bflit^'r A*d in sifech & case there can be n^ 
doubt ofi the result. But il^ is no less 
deaf, tbat^ even when there ia no absohite 
d^itutiofiy there must alwa|rs be ar rela-^ 
tii^ pfOfortloft between the degree of siis« 
o^tlbiliny poeseand b^ kbe aind^ and 
4die 4si;pOf:iiy fov Mdtvstendii^ and believ- 
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kig in fmU whi(di address ttiese BiisG^pt!bi<) 

There is a teimidttd!biemAogy^het^€eh 
fidth and DiOmoFjr, ; which may ^s^t-veMrll- 
Instigate the eharaotet ^f bdth. ^ As M^ 
aceoinpanies the exercise of the^ diffetMlb 
faeuldes by which we acqwire a knowledge 
of things externid to ourselves, as a judg^ 
of the reality 'Or non-reality of the objects 
which produce the impressions of whiebibe 
mind is conscious; somemovy accompanies 
these same faenlties as a judge, whethet 
the impressions made on them are new to 
the mind, or bare been present to it before. 
It is quite evident that no blind man could 
be said to remember, a colour— and that no 
man whatever could be i^d to remember 
what he never received an impression of. ' 

We see, th^i, that the impression; which 
any ol^ect makes on our Bimds, whatever 
that impression may be, sums, up and' de^ 
fines our knowledge and belief of that ob- 
ject. We ought then to guard against tee- 
ing deceived by names. A number of men 
may receive impressions, firom the same ob» 
ject, audi all these iminresstons may be dif- 
ferent, and yet each of them will jg^ive tofais 
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,QWA inipres^on* the . comi&on muM of the 
.Direct which produced it. An indifferent 
he^tlf^ (Oaj^ when be listen* to t^eir cptorj^ 
^PtflS^'tJafktthej aU toow and beKeire'the 
anne idling'; 4M]t a jadicions and curious 
%M(^ti{Aer might , discover from their own 
jxi^thsi that amoi^t the whole,* there are 
AOt two. impressions alike. Compare* by 
v^jr of a broad instance, the belief of a 
nv>ss*rose entertained by a blind man — a 
map wi^out the sense of smell-^-^nd a man 
in the full exercise of his external senses* 
There are evidently three different impreis- 
sions made on these three minds, that is, 

r 

there are three different beliefs } and yet 
there is but one name given to the three, 
and that is, the name of the object, to which 
they all refer. 

Every object is composed of many parts 
and qualities, but all these subdivisions are 
summed up in the name given to the ob* 
ject which is their aggregate, and he who 
uses the general name is presumed to im- 
ply all the parts belonging to it; Thus a 
pillar of a hundred feet in height is talked 
of as if it were one and indivisible, whereas 
it consists of an infinite number of partsi 
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the €ikiMeii«e of €i^h of ^hiek m^y be n 
didli^t Subject *6f k^wle^d mA Mlk^ 
A 4>liiid vkatk Who runs «^i&at i«i I^XtCMirb 
and believes ih ^ few squUte feet <^ H ; but 
h^ddefs ti6t b^lteve in the teihisibing feet^ 
for be bad received no impression fr^A 
tbem* After be is iriformed'of ihe dii»m^ 
^ibns of the pillar, he believea in a tjiliti 
different thilig'frdm Whbt hedid before ; dir 
TatHgr, ^peifhftps, to ^peak ihdre corrfectly, h* 
b^lifei^ea ina nutnt^ of thiii^ which h^ 
could not beMev^ in biefore, because bi$ 
mihd bad not come in 6ont6ei with theih. 

Ih the same way, acftions which combine 
a variefy 'df parts are comtoonly ft^cfd of 
a« iiidiw^ibfe unities, tflthough riach nWtive 
may Tjfe -a dfettinct suBje^et of knowledge and. 
belief, and by its presence or absence ihXke 
an impbiiknt change th ihe general im« 
press{6n« iTbe natfto remains <the same, but 
the iddis are very dfflcfrent. 

The ^Gosfiel i« a general name liketn» 
fdr att object it^Mch cdtoiisfts of several pirts, 
find eo^taihs varititis appeals to the mo^l 
uBderst&ndiag of matr. But thfis ^beral 
hktt!^ rtfay cover a great tnairiy difibrent im- 
pressions and beKefs-^and yet there i^ but 
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arte impt^monih^tcan be the cetrett te^ 
pTt^tfntatUm al thedbje^ ; alt'the i^Minu^t 
he'fl&iein a gi^aMr or less degftee. And 
it'fi^btilj the ^rue impte^sion that etm fte 
pvittiAhk^ fo* us. And what is tbat true 
in^ession ? This is ottty anoth^ way of 
pii«ir%'the qtfestlon, What is^the-Gbspel? 
for "the true imptessidn must be a correct 
representation of the Gospel in all its'tteto- 
mg. iThis is the impoitant pcfint ; for if 
we really understand what the Gdspel is, 
and understand it as a trutb, we ne^d not 
be vfery sdlicitoufs dbont Ihe mode in x^hich 
we believe it.' What is the iiitctotian 6f 
tbeGo^el? Its iatentidn is to tclnew the 
character of man after tha likcfness aittd 
win of God. It is to give happhiess and 
holiness to the %umato faeai*t. Atid this 
intention is aecdthplished b^ the tevelatic/a 
of the <*aradter of God in -the work df re- 
demption. This is evidently a moral in- 
teMioti, and' the object presented to our 
view for the accomplishment of it is amo- 
^rftl object, even the character of God ; the 
hhptession therefore on extr rtdnA^ must 
correspond' to this 'object, that is to say, it 
mvM be ft moral ittpressidn, otherwise we 
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do not undeistand it, and therefore eftanot 
believe it. By impressimt'I never mean 
the ejffect which an objeet when understood 
produces on the mind; I mean simply the 
coneepHon which the. mind forms of' the 
objects independent altogether of its influ* 
ence on the cbaractjer. -■ These tivo things 
are distinct from eachother^ the one being 
the cause and the other the effect. In or- 
der then to a full belief of the Gospel, there 
must be an impression or conception on our 
mind, representing every moral quality, and 
every truth contained and embodied in the 
facts of the Gospel history ; for the Gospel 
consists not in the facts, but in the mean- 
ing> of the facts. We are not left to inter- 
pret the facts ourselves, but, along with the 
histoiy of them, we have received the inter* 
pretation of them in the word of Qod. It 
is there written. . ** that God so loved the 
^^ world, as to give His onIy*begqtten Son, 
'* that whosoever believeth in him should 
V not perish, but have everlasting life." 
In order to understand and believe thig,« 
it is not enough to believe that Jesus 
Christ died on the cross for sinners. We 
must receive impressions on our minds 
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corresponding to the circumstances of our 
situation, which called for the interposition 
of Divine' Qompassion ; we are here descrili- 
edr as perishing* . We may . have the gene ^ 
ral'idea of perishing in our minds, without 
fear or concern, and we may have 'the idea 
of others perishing, without being much 
moved ;. but it is impossible that a man can 
be io^pressed with the fact of his being him-> 
self in a perishing state, under a just con« 
deinnation of eternal misery, without much 
fear and concern. If then the Gospel im* 
plies that we are in this condition ; and if 
tUe value .of the deliverance which it pro* 
claims, rests on the truth of its statement 
in this respect ; we do not understand nor 
believe the Gospel, unless we have on our 
nunds an impression corresponding to the 
ffipt that this condition is our deserved 

IV^e must also receive on our minds im- 
p^e^^^ns corresponding to a deliverance 
from thjb state/ This im[U'es8ion must be 
joy J for. . 4eliveratf qe from misery, means 
that wl^ch produces joy. If the Gospel 
contain^ tidings of deliverance for persons 
in oiur cir^mstaiicesy we do not imderstand 
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it unless tbere be on our mindsi tine ODnre« 
9pondiB(^ impression of joy. 

If thjs iaterpoj^itiott ioa our behalf prc^ 
ceeded from hfAy Ime, on the piurt of God ; 
we Cftonot understand the nature of tbe 
Gk)S|)e)» .iHiless we know both wfaaihoMness 
and love mean ; and tb« we can trot. know 
by m^ve deaeription. We tnurti leaver on 
ouffimndaioipresaioas cociespoiBdkig to ^beM 
iiness and lave, before we caftbdie^fe-m 
holy love. Had we no afiiMion s, tbe^ Gock 
pd; woukl be ini;vain proctaioMd to M/be* 
cause it is addressed to the affieotions^ and 
wHl^out them we could not understaiid 4t^ 
And wiien they, are atiexeroised upoa 4t» it 
cones to the same thing as if we were with^ 
out* them. 

' Is fit then with my heart or affectioi» 
that I believe the Gospel ? No. No more 
than I believe colours with my eye. I emb* 
not uhderstaad or believe in colours with- 
ottt the inlar Aation which, has been receir- 
ed tlicoug^ my cye^ Neither can I udder«' 
stand or fbeUeve iu bappinessj » misery, or 
acMpeal' quililies, except bjr means of Hie m- 
loiwatiDn^wbioh' baa ^boen received through' 
Ay alhc«iaaa. If J aoi' toldiby a M(M 
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tbtyt be h^ la^tely sejen ,a .flower of a parti- 
cular colour, to whjcb. be dppUes a i^ape 
t)iat I never heard of bef^ne^ I.c&nnot u|i- 
d^r^t^nd biis i^f^rn^oiit iwtU be explains 
t^ 9P^ wbat GoJ(^i|r b^ Qie^nSft^ n^ejitb^i? can I 
heiUeve. \% althipMgb Ihfkw^.f^rS^i co^- 
4e^CQ. in b^ veracity t Th#r« is no -impress 
^on on my nain^d corresponding- io my. 
if land's information, apd SQ tb^re ^^ b^ no 
belief. And the case JB the a^pie^ wij(^ re* 
g9<rd to the. affections. In . the Biit^e, tbj& 
beaj;t geB^a% meai^ th^ wh^)^n(Mnd;and 
4j9e$ not^ stand far the affections ex^wiyely, 
a&(Jt;doe3 in our common la^gjaage^ In 
11019% K. lOv thq interqal recf ptik»n of the 
truth M opposed, to the external} coaf/^asm 
of i%. The heart, in Bom* iv SI. .^i^id^^ly 
Queims tbe understanding. Wtj caon^i; be^ 
copfie acquainted with wj thiag, excepts by 
the impressions which it . makes upon us. 
And these impressions are made on, otmr dil^ 
jQ^enti , s^nsast. external and JbternaL Aa 
we know the ia^ite of. a substonee by our 
p^te». a^^d.lts colwr by 0M eye; so. we 
know th« joj;Caines«b Of ap* er^t^ by the 
l|«P|Mf^ wJhic^it produce jfcn. ii3f AOd the 
^i«Mm«fi$ p£ Wi object! ;by khe lone or M- 
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miration which we 'feel for it, , Where Ihe 

diseasedi 



. ' .\ - ,• .'. ' . ^.,.< v/ /'•;*/ (vVHW itbi>£^y^ 

IS either. njo.iiDpr^ssion received,, or a defi- 
cient one. Qiir external senses came in ' 
contact with the exteriji^i forni of obje<^s 
and actions, ^nd our ^ntQrnal senses come 
in contact with thQir spirit and ipeanifa^. 
If we do not come in contact Vi<th thtf 
whole, we do not understand the whole, 
we receive only; a partial imjiression,^ and 
that impression limits our ^belief. ^ Jbe- 
lief of the Gospel, then; coi^fjpreliendsy* 
not only the impressions .correspoi^^ing t^ 
the external facts of the I^istory, Kyt %1^ 
the impressions which correspond th all tK^ 
mora} qualities and conditions, therein .^- 
tribute4 to God and nian. If the Gospel 
was made known to us that it might coiv^ 
form our characters to the image of that 
God who is manifested in it, the perfection 
of our chai:acters will depend on the perfec- 
tion of the impression which w^ ' receive 
from the Gospel. And the perfection of 
that impression will depend on our coming 
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in contact witk «rerjr |iett of the iSoqiei ; 
andrwi^ iOiil,gr b6iiie in full dantact with it/. 
whenjtboK affections !whjchiu:e«ddre86ed' 
by itf ate rally excited by it. 

But can a ^oorrupt :mind receive ahy im* 
pxe^on whidb; may wi& &fatie8s be said to ' 
represent the^holy Igve of God? We can- 
not belieite in hdy lote urithout knowing* 
what it meani^and how call a polluted heart' 
acquire sudi an idea? .Is faith in the Gos- 
pel a loly ptmcipte? 'Is it a' new faculty? 
I would answier this question by another. 
Is the femendnrlmice oftheatonement, a holy 
princij^ pr a new faculty ? Both the belief 
and the. memory are here exercised oh a ho- 
ly things the impressions to which they be- 
long are .feoeiTed fxbm a holy cbjectf and 
that object )lias been presented to the heart 
by. the holy Spirit.; but yet belief and me- 
nuiiy are natural exercises of the mind^ and 
are Qonversant withtbe'tfahigs of earth as 
well: as the thii^s of heaven. . . > 

Conscience gives.us an idea of sin, and 
the idea of sin enables ub, in some measure, 
to form a conception of its: opposite, holi- 
ness. .The corruption of man does not con- 
sist in his Mquiring wrong faculties, nor 
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n]f«iMr)C«opiflts io^ tint iiittdii^istiiMtQlr^ 
faeuitiesti aaofd ii9<xmfamiicm^9m)1ti^^ 

in tills Itfiu iAxidiJK^iltfuiiMirtMmlidbUj^ 
to «^^ dpkcw inwHwr^aflr the^^ iwilj^) STteiiUfr , 

n^^eiveBU iiiipresiiipii ofJb^Jpyi^ l&^liat^%, 

Batui^i]H^lHMty.;affcer«wul^^ liiir 

inabiliXj* is- morale it Ji« m| .tbe> ^npoB^f cfVL 

of tiist.w|U apid Btf(8oti(toSt aiid ithis f is/^ 

cmm^. . . I But wkMe^Ter the cwi9e^(^.p(f&Vitua 

\ majf be^ wi4 itdieUier tbe impCNisibiUtjF, J)p 

\natuial or morale a polluted Jieart ^Anootf 

Receive. ant imps^fiiaien > of faeljr lave.^ Htm* 

then does tbe Qospel antar tfc£iiear^;.i£» 

; are not all iie^olis^llated ? .)£as; Inittbere 

iaa Dmne aod Alinighty.afeoi;, wbo opong 

the eypB of the uodarstanduig^ aodfioqiarc^ 

the affeclkms ixi .receive ithe teutb, even the 

Holy S^ail^ . wJbo 4akiai of liie tiiiDga tbat 
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Jtf3^4Mfbit«w.fl*e)inti'6«iq^^ self* 

mAinteia tkeli^sW&y JMiBt m^vtntUf md 
coii^tfEMItf . j6heywfA tk&tfmtMu ot4utlwB 
aUd^fiotred/'dur JMipe dndibar/ We lore 
^atd kope fer^ilMit 4ii' vhlcii we find joy ; w^e 
difl&ei nUid fttvmdy attd 'fear^ liMtt in wliioh 
we^^wntew^ tTiMse feelings exlsty and 
ft^ in ekerciBe^ in erery mind; and kke iAa« 
racter ^ep^ixds on the objects by irtiidi they 
atoiesfecited. 

"3^ form iawiiidi tke Gospel was an* 
nounced by the aiigel tb the diepherds of 
Betidebem,. marks its dtetinguishtag cba« 
facteristic to be joy, aad |mnt8 to these iia^ 
tural instincts as thefeeliitgs to which it is 
adkdressed. *« Behold,'^ said the heavenly 
aMMeagery ^ I bring you good tidings ef 

D 2 



5« 



U 

Tit 



great joy, which shidl be to allptople: for 



k ifi^kii brittkn, 8»| kneV^Wnat waf 

th^iiiiilSk We see j&y m;t^ «u^^ 

the me^Jki^^We ^oD^V as God 

meant lY, Ma therefore caimtft Believe.it* 

We" AMOt^^e^m^^ 

to owiil^k. 'jlAe^ we^^^^^ t^a^^jjntirem 

wfaicn excites otir joy.. . The xnafter of joj 

layltf t&fe'birth off gT>div^i'k"ftyfS 




bf-sia.^d ^b^firingU an eveci^8fing» 
eotte^^ess. ' ,If we are coavtnced that we are 
ittafstate of ruin and condeiAnatiop. we can- 
ti6t 1^i2^Vt;j6iQsic^^^ dfdelnrerance as 

tidings ot^reatjoj. But defiveranpe soam 
poor to a^manlwha^dpes not feel that.ne.r 
quir^i^ it.' The wor^s of the message, it wiii 
be Qbserv;ea,^o not merely refer to the mord 
nature of ti^C^ospel; it ad^essea particu* 
Jatly the ibelmgs of jo;|r iui4 soirro w^^ , s > / 
Behol^ these 1^^ 90^ iheil pojnteii^ 

plate ib€^^ je:Ibmua character of Gbdf ; and let 



" ' ' ' Lft''- '■i-y'i  

wjc]ii-pic>ict(r,e ^vSe^M^fitd 

jfinp* pur jlOTf}£^,w^i M 

^, jit ^roul^ be,^ v^ difi- 
:' what it; if-^ii ^K^d ^ 
„ __^_^__, jrd^ oF Iwv^f^pdi^ w;t6i 
f^u'diou»?w6uid9a»ree!lj;ji)be (}eseir^ing;tfa« 
if^e or«rad tiifiBgs. .^utj^bjt^e^^tej;^e 
SSAil§ of!pur"0o^Y7^e'|^(i 1^^^^ io 

vS& ■c^aracier wl^icE cleaves close^ti ^|Uft— ^ 
fte natn^^Ken'to us as base aftdpQl|)i(ed* 
out ADOve'aii. as selfish fieii^f Xhe very 
fim pfmcipl^ ^hicb he addres^, ^^}hfi^ of 
ulstiactive self-preserratiob. . He m£etSptbe 
JaAuralfer^.ofitiisery^an(}tbc;wear^,at^ 
Ifesom cr&viDgy of the unsatisfied spirit. 
Hisiould^st 'and most ^i^^ral inTitftions. 
li!^^^..in"ihe Old and New Test«jneDts> are 
'al^dre^sM, not to the mc^ral, bujt to the oa- 
MiEaifeenngs; tothe.senseof .miseiy, pjid 
ilte dmare of i^ppines?. "^ " IJo,, ev^ery one 
^'■tbat tbirs|;^, caide. jt'io tJie.wRters/* 
H^a^b k. 1. . " Come ^Dto me>. all. ye that 
** We wfeary and beavy Iaden» and I will give 
d3 
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^ym itfiftt'' Mier jifi £ftt ^^^ WfaoM0«* 
^'iriH, left him take oTiite^WWIMr «f lifiil^fMi 
«' 1^,^ Reir; ixkik 27; ^ At «ln8)iii]^teeiil>idhH)f 
of iiatiir^ihe^Sftvldlir^kttMklfll^ ttd^ib^dilgli 
it He de^s to ent^i. Hi^Gtato to-^bittilc^ 
the bfokett hemtk, dad to* inifMrt #L«hit 
moirm. Afkl<iiMtty^^eom«^A^ikiM«M/M 
ly the m^at iiistihetk^^loiffifin^^ 
I nieittt Aidiry tUeOoi^asAiiM^a^ 

oAet attettfit id lAtaiv faia^fiMi.-: itaMi( 
Oh» Whit Mi» wIMikfedJIlMMliit^ 
malDoi he wto^hBd^JtrnftiA^BO* ttaitittg^fkdn 
ifr th^iMiidv Btti who b»d wftftdeikklbvtfi^ 
itr ID quest of aome* olrfoet, howmek^inA^A 
ficent^ that!^ migW Inieffefll ^limi saA Iteik 
a a amffrtr at feast i^mdfe'tiie^'Sehwii^JlkM 
hof)^^ {aaguor^Miich^Iay dted'tt^liuMi 
heart, finds noivr an dbjeot whoob his i^i^riAMi 
dfsiitls'canndt gttip,ettm fiiial ttttHoflWiiiM 
with God h^re, and- tbr fuU) ^s^lfimati^ 
HimtiirMgh^ai»agtiifie»t etemi^i-Miaital 

) Veiy thi^kbold'ofwliicto bealfcadf 4rtaa^ 
He wh(» faas'i&h himself to«ii«ii»ktaQr6sM 
the stjDtsiii fltid k*ottgbM9iea of li&i Itttsm^td 
kail iHth tcottidOMe ^m OkaApUMt^^iHk 

I irho^eoaiaiace of sl» haa mddirl^ whan 



IM Ciiiwil JlliiiMiihtouiiili fairiit jSto waght s/^ 
iwiiTiMjy<iiirrt hi ririihtifi<»twi> inf nrt^ im* 

i^tmtltUn ^liirtiMrtMV 4t#i?i^%!9Mi]>; appear /X 
d| iw»I W8» > 4»i«<ot»lljKwrffr. d#rilQ|Mi ibs^it 

mm* «^i(^H«¥'fai;j^')9. fi^ ^fbre, we 
M for ^twiiv, Wq m^ ^tidcfsJtJUllpi » 
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fested; and .tlws/ WQjbMOral^ \kim^^}ami 

but fic^ailj ibeqwWB'tl)^ feivMalMiutf a»- 
^red hape ^jm^§^^im intii£Mtaim of Ute 
SaTi9[ur>.UcHM)f \w^ mi«b.deU|^ iiii tiiraw 

ioye w4.t^jd4^g|iti:wiM? f KmrKOiQieiafid 
Bio]»diii»tere9tedi.; T4ke«t«ti^a€fBadbttBtt 
be contpn^laied ,mtlLa mptor^^iiyimixoi 
with selfish. ithoui^St . ^ TAy ik^uig feindU 
i< nessisJ^ter tfcl^l Jife^^V juijrsi Ctertdinib 
Ihe goiODdus sfHiitJof ai child 9if.Qkid.< : iThyr 
gifts, are good and -wottk^ liof thjFML^ hiM 
still tbajt love which bestowed them, is lar 
dearer toonyjieaiit thafi^the]r*~wkboul that 
love ieveii Shy gifts.wx)ttld appear^ peoi; to jkwi 
The love Qf God ^odvcea likenesajte GMi 
•and thus the jpy aftheL^Kdis the,Mi!ei^^ 

rofhispeopte^ ;. .; ., . .,;.'. :-': 

. . Jt willi)et^erv)ed»:thai; whAi hime nk 
isjead; Mid oxi tbU aubjiiectf Kf^tep eq^nHir ti 
thpae wha were .egGe4#itiie6«^'Qf theeveftla 



jwunjujiiiirrtiiywaat Hfe #fMblf ^^^tJ^^nd 

stilt teeOPfllMMiA^, Bbi> <^ Vhi^jr itttt; a iiitrtal 

iKNttpiotoaiWf llJii^iere W^tt^A toklf; M^6re 
UiUdd>iil^^-^«r(!ide ftittf^'Jusfe-aS w6 are 
l»:d»<yr6irM^ff$ln<s-i^i]d Yhe satnel causes 
4iliiah^iittttlet«^ their= 'fbitti^, hita^i^f 6drs. 
ffih<iiivfliith:«ia» e«6t«ci»«(l4i]t^tecemrt^ the 
%iK¥rpi4«kC)l€te ^^P' ihe'H^hte 'ttrii' k6ti6m 

ofliiMittcdPfe kV6 d«Hft«lBtfett of ttii "tMtnl 
gntefiffttiMtftmd <;%dMi!ete<i''Df' God;'knfd hi^ 
j«ig9A«WcAf't&e thii!t^et6i"(>f tiiM. ' This 
iii«£b^id»attf «ddr«me$ tcnlf^ii' tn6tkt ftel- 
ii^g^:4E(M!4()ii&Ma6ctita(^'6f%%'tmr|$^ on 

their minds, and consequently bfttb«ir"be- 
Vki,^^kd6A tiMi^tfd ^e^'state df' th^se 

^j«bi^>e<iuld'ffdt beftteVe at iiH. And iii 

d5 



i 



S9i 

ptepttrtiM to IbeirtMBglli^aiiiiMin^aftr^ 
these mcnl fMluig%< w^iU lie ths^OPiMMlr 
m» of tbeir imd«r6tM4iiigc«NiiliMr iM^ 
on ibe sul^eelu * .W^^wetttiTsiijribitaj^Mik 
thftt; €Aa BMa fis M/iMMh ift aiOQniitioiij:i0 
beU«re anj moral hisAfv^Ti m iMbtberswImt 
if tbeK be any difibveoae m tteialneAflh «r 
babitual^ l^ent of iimt wmmak\fetilmg9^ tliere 
must be a^ pioportioiHii di&rotaoerioftte^iaif 
pi^Mioii/wlHttli tbe UuBtefy iriil uuk^v.on 
th«ia^ nad (rf course im iheit^Mief •. ' .What 
caa hindor a maiir of oadiaary nsdsmteMU 
ing from b^kvinif in atg^raerons aotMiii jmp^ 
posiBg that there ia saffienitr eii^id^Doe of 
the fact ? If the moaluis noier feJfea f e- 
/ BOroua emotion in hia own mind, lie dtooft not 
I know what generosity b, and tkOMf oiieoan* 
not believe sn it. If lie has had some ge# 
neroua feelings, but hAs left th^m nncaHi^ 
vated and unexercisedy the knpieimit of 
generosity on his mind watt be wseak and 
impei^fect, and so also wiU be hia beiief of 
it. If a mad hns neTOf suffared: from- an 
aedusingp consdeno^ nor pereeiTed any de^ 
fonikity in sin, he caonot undecst«ad nor 
beliere the statements which the BiUe 
gives of the €onruption of the human heart* 
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«iiKt^ ^^ Hotur oaaye bdMi^«^' aif« he, 
^^'iirftdiM€iM hcHioiijr <Hif'<)£ftii^^ abd 

«^ God ooiji}?" JohikiT^iMb HQiirafte&,in 
four iBftOBMWMt wMt' tiie worM^do! we hear 
4t< said, ' ^ that iuchi a; oakn i^aonat .«$tiiAate 
•« tite' dMtwter. ef> artch aMtiuutj, tkat be 
.i<»eaaiiot caaqMhead bja fadwgs 9*' Aad 
it wta Ti»ne ia js^al^diwiailjr lin iiamati 
ckflBraciers:'afti> <apaoitiesK TheKeis arler- 
:iniMir in the fatbogpo af > mna, which .ookier 
q^ndHs ottttob (tononrct, and^JterBfeia c«fr- 
not faehem.' Gb i what thtoi ^MA we say 
vo£ the. Mgheak .imptesaioQ which iMOi ean 
h8tQ& of the ohamctes of Godr? What 
heofft can conceive the ArnFomr q£ idiat ieme 
whexawith be so Iov»d the woRU^aatogiTe 
for it. His^.onl7*hcg<rttMu Son? WiMt bo- 
.tioM)o£siii^ or of justice,. hai/:e:wek tint can 
enablena to recesire an adeqpiate i uyiwai en 
of the iiecesatjr of the Morifice of GhrJA in > 
onderthatthfi panhm gf: aaninighfthe x^\ 
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Rented <iiiiiid»'efiiiia'emi¥e»ftllMiiipr686i(m 
of the Ii^viHie<^itao4m',***^ ardk** 

angel oaimcrti lodk am the ttr^ssiif Ghdiii 
as6ddleol&9rioa4ti-^fa0W tiivchjies^edfijiMm^ 
wh^iiia wimh I - P6ife«b fklth 'm B^Da&ioqr^ 
bigb moral eoosdieate^ Bofi^bseft noral fiMj^utM 
ties ima higfeitate ^poWet aiid.<«s3eroi8ei(^ 
for iio^&MiHies 48atce|itr ib that state' ai!ieica«« 
pable <«f' >fe0(^it«i^.9iieb an imineMaiai. > - ^^ 
Wlutt 'thien ? Is-fliitb thetresilltitifi cba»-. 
raote^/ ialitedii' of ^^b0log tli^ OMiserxamil (the 
former of 'ohara€ttrJ?i It is bdtii; iTfae^h- 
jects of f^fth'do Aot ereate Au^ili^eaw the 
n^ml, whfeb- bad no- t^Tiausresktesae 
there; but tbcfjr'efiU into action, atididireet^ 
and sttc^^igtheii those iwhioh Ibey fiad'th^ie. 
The greatest ya^^iy of colour&proQeQted to 
a blind mati cannot give him sight; butif 
thef^ are:pre$ented to a man who sees/tfaejr 
will exercise fats sight, and give him a povner 
of discriminating: 'their/ ^vairielie^ wluch. is 
inconceivable to* thc»e who have not : bmn 
trained to^it. So also an estimable object 
presented . ta a mind destitute of moral feel> 
ihgs, cantet create esteem or love:; :but if 
4be^faoiilt7 be there/ though in a weak and 
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ktlJB^Misiale freiiiVM^ Meittse^ its pro-- 
iRfV'db^tttn^iUitt semeineas^ and 

e4iiit finftfa^anil'bx fiatefeiaeBtpeogtheii it 
IXdsnii tileMHdj: way of [correotkig and 
atrs^gtteaihg our faettHies^ aitbw iatelleo- 
(Hal txr maraL If tiiey have rbaen allowed 
td:;iief dotenuity lAjcir ^emUiog causes must 
be ^pisaMtbd to^ theinhr4f ' Ibey < baise baeo 
aelive^ but diteated^ ta wfQog ol^jects^ thej 
mmt be brougbl III coavtaQt- wi%h their pro- 
par and ' legitimate ol^wts* The iat{M%s* 
aidn Hiade by tbese joh^ctst itifty be at first / 
very weak aUd im^erfect^ and 6ucb of neces- / 
aity waU aiao.be the b^Ue^ of theia ; but by [ 
eiBezici9tt;tbe//aCalAies will gain their proper ; 
bent^ and wiU loereaaQ io stvongthj* aqd the ' 
fivtbf wlikh h fvtttoohed to their imforessions ': 
will ktfep: pace w4th. tjbem* . How can a 
feeling whidi has.*a wropg diraotiDiir))e turn- 
ed' into its proper dianneb exi^pt by having 
at proper exciiiiig olgect presented to it? 
We* oaiinot alter the course of a feeling, 
wkhout presenting to it^seme other object 
mote attractive. The superior attiraction of ^ 
this object maytupt at fijrst be:felt,;but it 
.will produoe some effect; it will. act at least 
as a dlatufbing £ofc«; it will shake, the su« 



upm the iMet oikmiiM; '|i^ti6iri»iM tfimiiat 
use ttf^biifiirical forcer tbe'i^ii^^way'tiiit 
we hive trf dperMhi^ upon 9te»i fflttgar kAgr 
a magnM-'^nd if tbey are d0kaiseiil<% 
magnet?6 Mf raoCidli'i& tte ptaMflmn^iiiifiih 
we wlih to teniote1;h«M^'all tbftt'wiGPtM 
is to >find tittt tttfd flp^y a strbogtor raagiM. 
The filings cannot "be addiessed in aiqr <^itaar 
way. So we etmndt^ as^li-wetev lay hands 
upon our feelingSi €Uid ferce tbie«& in^ wbirt 
directions we think fti ; they dn^notfeeisQiy 
coercion of thisr kiscl : we must use magtiie* 
tic inflttettce ; we must otpflfy « mom propor 
and a strongs eocciting^c^use.. Hhe under* 
standing^ of the triie esceeUeRce eS this new 
obfect inrereases bj^ degrees as it i«- exer- 
cised, and ftn^ aloitg with it. Thosr it 
was that ^rAbmhMi^s'flitth wrauglit with 
*' his works^ ckttd by wark9 wa» ibitli m«de 
^< perfect*/* James^ii. 99. Abrahain^^ fkHfh 
in the character of <}6d wav diffePMt art 
last from^ what it was at first. Birery vi^w 
which had been grren htm Of the Divine 
jperfieetlonSi had tended td esipaadhis capa- 
citiesr tO' correct tMd sti^sngtlien bis m^rid 
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fCmld whittles, iBidfpntead t the.m(im]^ and 
idtf»]iU)ip^ of.tlie SivmaJ|fai|ii«g|^; and as 
he grew io lavp^t ^ could^foaaL 09am ade* 
qmtiicem^^Aom*v£th^J>imrmlo^^ And 
'lUiita W€Mild bm &iik be. aa tb^^ stdw^g light, 
9iliicb shbifitb.iiH^ and noroprtotbeper- 
^£^.daf«^ TlueJidy ky«. a^. God is ftbe at- 
^attiute nmt .gJiniSeil ii;i» tl|a^ atonement. 
Tfaia is tbe.fnrowri; this <gi?€s 'its. cbaraoter 
4Q:the ^ole.w»rlr4 The more.poUuted and 
d^im^if themfore, a mind is^ tha less ca- 
pable is^ it of .ttP^gratwjdiqg and bdjamog 
the Gospel. 

And yet the Gospel waa^ seat mj^ the 
"maxldj tbatthappUutedand deprs^edt might 
be saved by the faitb of it, batbirom the 
seondemnaitioii aiid the pi^wer o£ mu • And 
well is.it fitted for theic case Bran. in the 
mo$t polluted and the moif; dtpimred^ tkare 
are ferelings sUlI remaimng wbidi> in^ the 
boor of sorrow or fear,^ m^. mtelt to the 
voice of kbdnesa andxompassion^^ There 
are in. the store^hooseof Prondene^ events 
whi47h will bfiiig. the ^stoutest heart to a 
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merely. fa ppr(tf 9£<aDiinteU^||a^^pBM» 
though. .th(?yJMi^^ . tfHSrHiftiftP* f|jM$«#i§3rn«*/ 

sufferittgs, M M ft ( | t ftt t|,i»f [Hie iii|gii^<4» Jd^itdDf 

that sin,» 9 If fstfibn^^M 894((i»«ifi4 (livigii 
and thi9{i8/tJ)«,i«f|)»P^|iP9t 9^)t^H««P fl|ii<^- 

Bui ^«K«is »tilVA.fM i^Mira imilWlWDt; 490a 
nectien Mveeii.the . feelings. .]u:oduG«d hg. 



AMRi^M^ d^likrty^rwhelmii^ kiadfte^ and 

ftfe^itii^ tttid^«lite tiielotf^ iii^^M; bottr 
Bi>Mtig*tl^ cause of Us sidfemig^/ atnf oit 
acHfMMf'df ffaetotalibadibquAry «^ iihy Ig^a^ 
titbd^^iii pttoffortiotir to the favmir bcidtd^y^^ 
^%ie;' :^en46'B}»o J07 in th€^dMhi6nt;. 
lai^tiiy'wtlieilieMfl of «M^pe SiittLtiiJSK^, 
y^leBieAhy tibft S|>triir of 6«d^ tot Wig 
imi^tWiw^^D^hoiy lovd^iltQjtbe'liiraiM^off 
tfce^jpof fai$ gxM^, in 4he: iUfttde$t^d94 
tl)» foulest heart. Thj^jf^'^ oi fee© 4eK- 
¥jMi{idie'*«>fteM >.aiid es^pMo^s tlieliMrt.^. ^ It 
is'thiis^ prepared tO'lMk at the Uoodo wMcb 
was it» rafll904»i:wttb^ fenslet!fk€^ 
tilde— ^ih! 1^fi9 4s< it led to t^^o& in the 
la?e of Him iwbose blood'^riM fidi^^ There 
9ie mamy entranoesi 4h«Kntgk^bifeb the Spi* 
fit^ iattoiiiices hi^p^weyfnl weapon, $ime of 
them to Imman reaion more likely than 
ott^TO s, l>ut* wheie He ^R^]to>.the«e is sue- 
ceas ; and without His in^eooe^. the Inost 
probate jn^qa iiiU, We oily^ knotir so 
mmk emfi^mpgihfi iHltur^ ofrthiM influx 
enoeivostnsity. Iftuible usi^^aiKftlceep us in^ a 
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l»-lteBi:1)*kto*^«ttt»i^' '■•' ■'''■■■•■ "^■•^« i-^rijq 

je«(K,- aiid-iB ftm tecflcMag itibi^aBirikM 

iNiMleMdiii iailf(9ieft -V --.; '••- i.r., j.eD 

woaUihktA'^ 46t^«k i«i;«^}on 'dCtttl'^iiit 
feeiy^ iiHRii *i»! UNtli iwlrtf 'iMMAUf ai^ 
gn£CbfU^;rti{rt!iMe'WdiiIdliat lfMy«bh% #el/ 
etNMe 'aHd^ eMMMM tits fiew" &ri4fglMMc(^ 

As ibt!' ^#i^'«k4''Secl Hpdoi 4«i:'- h6^ #«)dliF 



other raaoifestatiow ^ ;^.|)ifni^ c|«|f««» 
4wrf3» »Fi»?*J«»iiwM»b, hud f4i«;i^i ItM 

with scorn and indig;natix)n i— 4Uid even if 
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MeeUfftdyi^ t><^4'na'ot^i mye%i%een 
In fM'4!«»)l7ti^iif o/ iVI^'tfow'i^fd^^ fori 

fynHdfl ArO^Vf^'^dckitm'U^^y^ 'Wat 



an V^tettlpmi&A- dfib^^ •^'hfer 'o^jecfs; 
}fitMlls.lHll(&s»»' if b>^aM'td recede 
tiiefiMMl(«d)^i V^M'^f , fand id' C17' ear- 
MStlr4(l<i'{ta(li^K^«ik<if«ti^ to ft^hdi'vi^hb 'cm 

Th»if»l$t^i<iM'otH,hti kh^i Mida 'have 
been' ttXiiiHbituAM: to ekcitetaeilt'frdVn't^eir 

his worln»Mdiw<<^/ii^fdt6t^refted1>yllim- 
felfi<w4lHtiC«iiey".Would'i^l ftd mbveitie^i 
from !«be ^felettecl'of' an Improper db^^i.' 

H» htoit<4s<^fbirof Ood/tfaat it ^jdcis 
warfiihi/xg^ oppdM to Hinr :' \l(^ist ili^ 
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tliat y^Teqmr^ liie hai^4 to 



frTTT* C*ff'^,'f it**?fRT** '*^**v'*^^^^^^ H«i**v»« 

If coir^pondiogo^'ec^^ ^flbft 

of q^r^^^itboiit tjiie «09tfai|i€iii4iAi(gi( !ft£tbese 

IBii respect it.cUfiBr&froiiui mbrfOVr IllalU to 



1 



mpressiof^3 ^rp^ imy tl^sa of ^fiets. Ob-> 
serve the,^i;Qwth of avarice ^and aiBihHion« 
Hmd;^ Jopg habitual^ tf^recwe : impress 
siohs ;jfrdip,jthe object^ of %kfi^ d^^flldered 
a^ections,; ^^iri at kft to pj^d ithedldelrei 
entirelly to tlK[iQ>^. aiid.to^fuia9r#U)i9jib«r ^c* 

rsrt te Jim Bqn(\etl49g. v«»y, tWHijfiig' and 

every, j^i^, is Jooatog .)M J^fW'^ 4«c«Mibie 

tem|)^»oii8 ptJ^U .'Xhe.j^fumtfiats of 
our min^s may lie forgoHf^,')^^8«jh«tthey 



hav^ J^^* lrace» IwlHiid t^lieil, ,wjiii^ may 




70 

titii()e9 br tbeir own slii;; Uiev Ha^dk^eBplr* 
eaed soboe piiiidple, iaiM ivieai:^^Tt8''6^' 
posite^ Tb%iikVhe(ber th^t priic^lptt^ 
m (iirt of the character 6f faeavW ot^Hre^iMP 
nc^ of hdk If it b^ a pekt bf ki^citidr^i^ 
ter of beavenVaif adirance iiMi)^^! tni^'il^^ 
#v€rctlniibg tfie esuDitjr of the iieart; ajbd^'ii^' 
it be li part of tbetchantt^A^ of iiell^ wabit&& 
is tnote.cottfirmed, bedoise the mtsidrfs^lei^' 
open t0 bnpcessioiid ftom'^he tfiotii; T^ 
affectitefi, irhen hat^ftc^r ^^dfr^dt^^ 
cld Ae file isotil as with impfenetTabti^ afft^ 
motr^ agninat all assaults of the trdtV. ~ H 
is this drnktut which Isaiah 'describes^ ^heii' 
he {irediicts theTcgectfon bf <2hriM %jriii6 
Jevrs; "Jtfake the:heai!t of this prnjittltA^^^ 
<<ttnd iiiake thdteartftteat7» and shi^t iJMi 
'^eyeSf lest theflseb with liheir ^yesr^didf^ 
** hear with their ears, and concert kita f^ ^ 
'^bteeied;' Isaiah vi. ie« This paasa^'i^' 
quoted ki the New Testament bjr'St. Jbht^ 
who attributes tliejonbeiief tif the peop}6'to 
the stftle of mind fiere described, Jjohn idi! 

It 8tqkears,4heii, iktUL t&eJjelief of anyone 
ntral ^ i^tiiai:b»lh iopeiMing lOft* fiie 



«^ ^i( (Ii»^ WM^ .4id not: Wif ye 4f| .tk^ 

i^^o i;nd^i«iiaod>od believed m tl^.sjiiirir 
fajitl I^^UK^^ pf tbe l^e«Aiali> kkigdanb ht* 

B^f^tiom badiie^ uii^i^fUiS^ \jf; tbe i^f 
rii^l^l ^^9f^ex i^.Qpd« ,»»d; ooc^j^d by 
wildly. .iexpectll^iQM^W€»:e2^rf^B^e4 ta le* 
ji^ ^1^.. Our Lcttd seeiDs tp; rof^^jto tjbii^ 
dift^tiQa m 4he lOtb cbuptpi: o£:.4giiii« 
Tl^H^^ wbosexa^ections bad b^eajr^lit^;!^^ 
exiri«f|(l:]^ the tmthialreadj)ri»ir«9ited».kni&w 
th^jroice q£ Christ wheiafver ib^famud it. 
Tliej were bis sheep^ They weve prepared 
t^,,Kfp^we iim» wl mnwiy hf ^heir hsiit£ 
in^.^e ^prppheciesjielating to hisot hut Jby 
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baving the tamper of tlieiF'iiAndsliMmMf^^ 
ed to the^spirit of hia doctrine* In the I6t1^ 
verse of the chapter, he may either alhude 
to those 4n the Gentile world, who had, by 
the teaching of the iSlpiiit, received that 
truth wbioh is revealed In the works and 
ways of G^, and in the test&niony of con<« 
science, -and had thus been prepared for 
greater 4ight^ oj to those in general beyond 
the Jewi^ boundary, whose hearts shoiilii 
afterwardsr be opened to atteofd to the Oos-^ 
peL In Acts xiii. 48. there appears to be 
a reference made to the distinction fdbove 
meqtiofied. The translMion dees not give 
the meaning of the original We surely 
are not to suppose that nil the Gentiles in 
that place, wlio ever were to •embrace the 
Gospel, did so at that time* and that their 
number was then- hummed «n^ shut up* 
The spirit - of the passage would riequire 
some such phrase as >< bout^d towards,'* or 
** under orders for," or v" prepared for'' eter- 
nal life, substituted in place of ^^^ ordained.'' 
The meaQing seema tor be thb.:* Those of 
the Qe&itileS' who, by ajtteadibg the Jewish 
synagogue, h&d Jeamed the doctrine of eter*> 
nal Ufe through an atonement^ or who^ 
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wK!i(Jut*fB^is Adv&ntagei lidd been coBvidced 
tnati;ney we)r'd^s\hi\eTS, 4nd ^mtisl 'Be saved 
i| sayed^kt alt^ tie^ gr&cel ethlliraced the 
V^sjjei w^eri evet ih^y' lieard* It, ' as iKfe' ' de- 
, veTopmentj'land^l^^^ 4tidf hatihoniising 

^'expmnalion'pf t^o^e'tWthS wijieH'tKey had 

\ 

.ffi^ most pfefciou^ t^^ Ifr^ Voirfc of 

^^uh^stls a foundation of hope brpafd'enough 
{ ^d strong' enough 'for the chief of' sinners, 
/' and that the' spintual iiifedicihe df'the Gros- 
pei is adeqiiate to the cure of the most des- 
perate mbral maladies. We di^ilj sek in- 
/ sjtahces of the Gds^el being pertinaciously 
y rejected by those whose amiable affections 
' would lead us to anticipate ifbr it a very 
dinererit reception ; as we often find it em- 
Iraced by those' whdsie tone of niind seeta- 
ed^inost averse to it. And we' are hence 
taught to look to the great Disposei: of 
hearts. But still there is a cettain fitfo^ss 
in some, minds for the reception of the Gos- 
pel, beyond what there is in others. Thus 
. a conviction of sin naturally prepares the 
way to receive, with eagerness, the good 
news of f6rgiveness. A coilviction of th6 
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iDsufficiency of this world to giye .per^a«^ 
n^ot happiness, is certainly a preparatipa 
of mind for entertaining a higher hope. 
In these cases the truth has been partially 
j^eceived already ; ^nd the affections exer- 
cised even by a fragment of Ihe Divina 
will, are prepared to receive impressions 
from other manifestations of it. We may^ 
with. humble coiifidence, trust to the Divine 
promise, ** that those who seek shall find,^* 
as an encouragement to us in our search 
after more sfxiritual light ; ^d we may 
have this cont6deiice confirmed, when we 
consider the provision which has been m^de 
in the constitution of our minds for its ful- 
^Ifiient. The man who walks faith&lly 
und^r the influence of one moral truth, be* 
conges necessarily more :qualified for receiv* 
ing a farther measure of truth*. For it h 
the wiU and appointment of God, that by 
Mthful action, and the steady exercise of 
the aflfeotionSy.under the influence of known 
truth, pur capacity for moral knowledge^ 
aiid consequently for believing moral tn^th, 
should be expanded. No one is justified 
in, sitting still, until he kjnows more. L^ 
pisepent duty be influenced l>y the truth 
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ivAiobk at'pfesent knot^ii. But tben it 
mmt be a truth ; for otherwise the priiici* 
j^es opposed to the Gospel are exercised 
and ske&gthened by it. A mim who per«* 
fiknas the extenal duties of life strictly^ 
wlio is a liberal contributor to the nei^essi- 
ties of others, and who attends Divine or- 
dhumces reguhidy, with the expectation ex« 
piieased or understood of thus creatiog* to 
himself a elaftn on the favour of God^ and 
a.^a.for the pardon of past sins, is hourly 
sfaiengtheaii^ a principle in the tnostdi* 
lett oppositton to the crass of Christ, and 
B^honrly becoimng moie inaccessible to the 
glad' tiding of jsaltation* It is ^(iiite ab-* 
sard to reconiniend to such a man to go or 
in his cbsne, with the hope that his faith- 
ful walking will be^ newarded by fwrlAter 
light. The faither he advances on that 
KMul/ so much the dteper is he involved in 
condemnation and daikness, and the more 
aiihloely is it that he will ever return. 

The truths which must be received, with 
respect to man, are his guilt and helpless- 
ness ; said with respect to God, are his ho- 
Iniess and his mercy* The man who be** 
iieves in these truths, perhaps has not tite 
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i joy of the Gospel^ but he believes in the 
\ elements of the Gospel ; and when his affec* 
). tions are exercised by them, they are exer« 
^ eised in conformity with tiie spirit of the 
Gospel.' But the Gospel itself is as intel* 
ligible as these its elements, and as iotelli* 
gible also as any precept in. the moraHaw-. 
Its address to our natural principle of iBel& 
preservation is surely simpler than any mo* 
ral exhortation can be*— <-and the manifesta- 
tion of the love of God, and c^ his abhor* 
rence ofsin, in^the cross of Christ, is sure* 
)y as intelligible as ^the commandment to 
love God, or the declaration that '* cursed 
^ is every one • who continueth not in all 
« the words of the law to do them/' Why 
then may not the ^GoiE|>el be preached, as 
well as the law, upon imy occasion? Sphere 
ils something very inconsistent with reiffioa 
in supposing, that: abstract preceptive mo- 
ral truths can be more intelligible, or more 
easily .received, than the same moral truths 
when exemplified, in the Gospel history. 
The same. &culties qualify, us for receiving 
impressions from both. There is, however^ 
a difference in the . impressions made in 
tiiese two ways. The impresskm received 
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6om the' precept^ is necessarily a cold, aad 
joylsss^ and lifeless impression, because its 
object addresses merely the sense of duty; 
Whilst the Grospel, not only addresses the 
sense of duty; but makes an irresistifade app 
pial to every feeling pf self -lore, and every 
principle of gratitude and generosity* And 
\e^ this nlso be remembered, that *'Itis 
*• by gtEc6 we are saved, through faith.'* , 
' Now, it is very possible that a. man may- 
be in a state of con6frmed hardness, and 
daxkness, and unbelief, and yet have what 
may appear to himself andliis friends verjr 
dearviewsOf theGospeL Ithas been already 
frequently repeated, that although moral ac# 
Ifons are tniiy understood and believed .only 
when there is an impression cm the mind 
significant of the moral principle contaim^ 
in -them, yet^ their external form cah he be> 
lieved and talked about^ when their prin^ 
eiple is hot at all perceived, Thus the 
outward fbrmof the facts of the Chri$tiao 
history inay be believed implicitly ; and 
yet if the love of God is not perceived, and 
the freeiiefcs and undeservedness of the re-^ 
demption through His Son,-*-the Gospel 
is^ Aot belietod.' But if actions are liiibli^ 
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w this way to nuBiiifterpretatie^ wmck we 
even more so. A maa; may sajs tkflb.bf 
be^meB the hiatorf of tbe Sarknt^ wd 
that be receives it as a mMMfestaJaPDoCthe 
love of God^ witfaaat bdagJa tbe nhg^ulmA 
dej^ee bypocriticai, m^ yet he nmyi aofebf 
a believer* Love is a wovd sjiid[)oJiGii oi a 
particular state, of fSecKng; A: mesaiiii^ 
thertforer must be attaabed toitbfr everj 
]Bisvsd«aL cesrasfioiidiDg ta his dwv stale 
of ieafiaip* If his. stale of feeiisg is disintt 
dwedi. o£ cianraei th^ meaning attariKd: to 
tbiswovd vniMibe a wnsog. oneii Butifr oi» 
tsmlmff^m that we da net' altaok tO: oits 
wosdscevcDi'Siicb: maaoji^^ aa our. asivda 
are ctipMt of attadaiig. to tkam. Tim 
memiBg is^ yerhaps m oQnipkx.i<lBa^aiidbiM 
camiot aUoiw omae^ vea tiatie: to mGBiae.a (fall 
ifl^iessiim aof it *,: wharaas. the wnd ss^daixft 
and ceBvenient, and.pesfeGlfyanawera.ail 
purpeies of coaverssEkiDa.orreaaoniDg. W« 
aeoerdtiigly use tbe. wosd^ and leave tbn 
meaning for anethor. occasion. Now^ tfan 

j Gospel is^ addressed not to onv: convnrsa*^ 
tional or argonMatstive.pewersi^ bnfc ta onv 

/ moral principles and natural fedum^s ; and 
ftherrfore it is not really received^ untesa 
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tile imprtstioBi at it» moral meaning is a€« 
taallf made on the miniL Oh, the waters 
that proceed from this fountain are deadly 
Wttkeri^ and manf there are who drink 
theveat I. Phikac^cal thinking minds are 
rery taLptr ttnconscioasl7> to fall into this er-» 
lor, especially such as fill the ofice of reli- 
gious teachers^ and most difficult it is to es» 
cape from its patalyating hatnl and influence. 
Wk^ is theve^ ereo amoagst serious tUMc* 
ers^ that doe» not often feel horrified at the 
lig^itness and unmovedness with which he 
cait speak ov write that name which rejH'e- 
sCTFts the eternal Majesty of heaven^ in con<% 
wrsation called religious, ox in private study 
ealted theological ! Could indifGerencet or 
impcoper wacwtiir or a rain desire of vie* 
iary, find place' in a muid^ to wiiich the 
idea of such- an oY^jeot as God was^ really 
present? Impossibl&*-<^Mid yet l^w oftam 
are sueb^dsmgs^ in the m&id^ wbm that 
word is iatbemei^ ! It is evideDt in such 
a case that the great thing is not believed 
at the timet What is the impressiaii on 
the mind? None corresponding to the 
mighty olgect^^ assuredly; the word only 
has impvessed tfae.nund as a logical; datnniit 
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It is no doubt most convetiient for the in- 
tercourse of life, and for ' the purposes o£ 
conversation and reasoning, to have such 
symbolical abbreviations to relpresent our 
ideas ; but it is ia dearly bought convenience, 
if it cheats us out of the reality of heaven, by 
enabling us to converse about it, without 
thinking or feeling what it is. 

What wonderful love was that which 
brought Christ from heaven to earth to die 
for sinners ! Do we think of this wonder and 
feel it at all ? or when we speak of it even ? 
He is at this moment looking into our 
hearts/ Oh What indifference he sees ! 
But I do not talk of gratitude ; I ask, is 
there in our minds even an idea of Christ's 
love every time that we speak its name ? 
Have we an impression corresponding to 
the fact, that had it not been for that love, 
we should all be within a few hours of eter- 
nal damnation ? Have we this impression 
when we speak of this atonement ? 

Let the reader pause here and ask him- 
self, how muck of his religion is of this 
kind— -how far his faith is conversant with 
words, and how far with things— bow far it 
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wstsfin mere symbols, and how far it em*^ 
braces the spirit and meaning. What ef« 
feet has joixr faith on your heart and con^^ 
duct? If your.faith is conversant with the 
true things of the Goqpd, your heart will 
be growing in humble and holy peace, and 
yooir conduct in conformity to the whdle 
will of God. If these effects do not result 
fl^myour^ faiths look again at the Go^U 
for you have not yet come in contact with 
it A poor^ ignorant^ naked savage, who 
knows and feels so much as this, that he is 
a sinner, that God hates sin and yet has 
mercy on the - sinner, knows and believes 
more of the: Gospel, than the most acute 
and most orthodox theologian, whose heart! 
has never been touched by the love of J 
God*. . 

No; it is impossible really to have clear 
views of the Gospel, whilst the affections 
are muddy. . What adequate impression 
can an impure mind have of the holy love 
of Grod ? Yet this is the chief attribute of 
God revealed in the Gospel. ^ Blessed are 
«* the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 
The blessing here mentioned is- not an ar- 
bitrary reward,, irrespective of the charac^ 
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ter^ to whkh. it is pmnbed. There is a 
ccomeotion bet i r taM i purity c^ heart and 
eonmniioiB with €rod ou euth^ as wM a» 
the beatific itishms heceaftei. The puswl 
heart has the most correct fsith^ becaoseiit 
IS sosceptibleeftheinsestiimpnessiiNisikoBi 
bdylofe.. It Imoifs.best whathefy toee 
ineaiis,. asd tbeieAf e it can bcUere best; 
Clear viaas o£ the Goqpel do. not consist in 
having: olurttog»£d:Iittes^ aILdmwaoeui:ate« 
ly from pveHiiscs.to cDnchnioniy but in ha^« 
hig diatiact. and. viTid in^aressiaiis ef the 
Hieral &ct8of .the 6o^el» in alitfaeieaBsan^ 
i&g». and all their importanoe, acccsapooied 
with tltt strong . conviction . of their iode^ 
pesdeni reality. But how is puxttjr of heart 
to he attained ? It can only be attained by 
faith. Acts xv. 9* So then, it may be ani* 
ssresed, we cannot believe withoot jairity 
of hearty and yet we can only have oar 
hearts purified by believing. There is* 
however, noxontrddictionhere. Ititevi* 
dent that we cannat believe in pure and 
holy love^ unless we know what it is ; and 
ooclsniKwledge ot this. most beipn^iortienw 
ed to the. purity and strength of our own 
And yet these feelings civi oi^y 
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be purified. mA strengtbened by hmg ih' j 
redted to pwe DlgeGts> and by beiDgrnnioh 
oercifled by them* Tke G0q)dt is svitad 
to iMo. He ba9 atf^tioftfit and priB dp l M 
ocntncapoBdisg to ef ery addmv ooittaiiied 
iftritj altbongby ftom ec^nifAioa and hafai« 
ftnalmiadtreetioii, ihey quqt be, to a gmk 
degree^ oBioMfid by tb«e addsenn. Timt 
h^ hoverer, no; other way of regeofiratuig 
thMe.miadixcctQd affidrticma^ but by bvtDg^ 
iog them m cofttact with their proper ob^ 
jecta. There is no other resouree^-f— we) have 
no other means of operating on thenii 
Tiwy retain to the last aemewbat of thek 
natural sosceptabiltty of inilivesafaHis irom 
their proper object^ and therefore they 
ought. te be assailed through these objects; 
And we have seen that the first adbesa of 
the Gospel is tn a prineiple^ which contiasMs 
stroi9g and vivacioas in the midst of spirit 
tual oormptioa and. death, the insl^iactive 
desire of self-presenratioa aid happiness^ 
Whilst, therefose,. it is rain to expeclr 
really clear views of Gospel truth in an \au 
holy mind^ it is eqmdiy hopeless to att«npl 
the cultiration of holy afleetions in any 
ether way than by exerdsing faith on tte 

B 6 



84 

true character of God. These are t\iro im« 
portant error^^ and their chief dimger arises 
from their having so much of truth con* 
nected with them. There is an a{Aorism 
quoted by that toljr and heavenly^minded 
man, Archbishop Lrighton, but from Whltt 
authoril donotTecolleot, which, under the 
form of paradox,^ contains most sober and 
valuable counsel: ^^ If you would have 
<< much faith,' love much ; and if you would 
Mhave mpch love, believe muich/^ We 
cannot love unless we discern amiableness, 
and this we can only do by the light tof 
love. There is no puzzle in this. Every 
day .wes^ cases analogous to it in common 
life. ' A man whose stomach has been 
ruined by artificial and highly exciting 
food, has no appetite for plain wholesome 
nourishment, and yet the only way to re« 
cover his appetite, is to take this plain 
nourishment. This food has a natural 
suitableness to his appetite, and this «ppe* 
tite has « natural desire after such food, 
although that desire, from habitual misdi- 
rection, feehi little excitement firom it. A» 
he takes the food, bo wevdr, his appetite 
gets better, and as his ai^fetite gets better^ 
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he takes more food. Thus the food and 
the appetite act tod react upon each other^ 
till the man's health is restored. Even so 
a diseased soul has no appetite for the 
truths of the Gospel, and yet ncrthing but 
that truth can restore it to health. As the 
soul improves in healthy its desire after its 
proper food increases; that medicinal food 
gives additional health to the spiritual sys- 
tem, and this ^ additional health is accom- 
panied by an inorease of desire after the 
truth. Clear views of the diaracter of God 
can exist only in minds, whose affections^ 
are pure and strong, and properly directed ; 
and- in perfect consistency with this, and as 
deeply rooted in -the necessity of things^ is 
the fact, that the affections, caa only be 
purified axtd strengthened, and rightly di- 
rectedt by being brought in contact witl^ 
the tenth. Thus perfect faith supposes 
perfect sanctification, and perfect sanctifi- 
cation supposes perfect faith. What else is 
the meaning of a holy mind, than that it 
delights in and feeds on holy things ? They 
are wrong who suppose, that the ^anctifica- 
*tion of a soul consists simply in the truth's 
abiding in it— and they also are wrong who 
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suppose, tbat a soul can be sanctified bjr 
aojT 0tker means. An uttbolf soul has lit- 
tle susoeptibilitj of impressions ftoift holf 
olgects; and attboagh tbey ba^v^e a natural 
suitableness to its afifeotions^ jet it is scarce - 
ly moved or stirred^ wlien m eontaet imth 
tbem, and wben absent ftom tbem, feels M 
desire after tbem. Wbereas a holy seal; 
in their absence^ longs after them^ and in 
tb^ presefice 19 iDGPeasingly susceptible ef 
impressions from them; and is afr the same 
time inoreasii^jr vnsuseeptibre of impies* 
siofis from their opposites. 

This sanctificaticm of the heart k ertdent- 
ly a progressiiFe woi^, but the progress nstay 
be more or lest rapid in different persons^ 
One. may advtince mere in an hour than 
another in a long life. An indolent appli* 
cation to the truth can produce but littte 
sanctification, and so faith cannot increase* 
An adflliission of impressions from impro- 
per objects^ deadens the affections towards 
the truth, and so fttith retrogrades. Wilful 
sin blinds the understanding, and confirms 
the aflfections- in their wtong bent, and in 
their insensibility to the Grospef, and so 
faitk seems ta die. The mercy of God, by 
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the viaitetions . o£ prcmdeiice andUie strir- 

«tterexjhinefckm;^biit .tteve is; little progfcss 
iQadf^.Uttle.c(mfflniiit7 :ta:tiie will of God, 
anckiitlle: eii^inenJk)of:Jw.piiescoceaaDd^ 
vomti :Bofc . nriieiKra anm feels . Ut daiMga, ^ 
aiflL peueim , tlte: Beces8ity< o£ wlf ation im ( 
IfaijfiilL urgeqirirr beiipor^arcdteyield to 
tlK Gespeliaoald; heis coaviDoedtbathip ! 
ptttnil ell i!cst& cm this truth ; he tiheirefbve 
eliogs ta it, ohd the dMepeaijof kh grup i 
lamjDes the dqitk and trath of tiie. iaqpra^* 
skiax» hie heart;. ^ 

We me^ belkve. tfaati tbe. qnat of an in^ 
fenteaarlj'reBUwcdfromthieworidratrop]^ 
of the cEoaa^ and carried to heape% will be 
^jomce iinjpren^dbjr the beastias and gk^ 
ries of the DiFine cfaanuiteri^ aad ooiifonneil 
10 the.same hnageby^ the knowledge of Hini 
wheiatbeiapkitaiid meaaiog of the.CiOS- 
peL Bot even, ia . heaires there lauft be a 
fragonme adraneetneat. Grveater kamr^ 
ledge of God will produce gveafcer remtoh 
blanGetohtm, and greater seseddtikiiice to 
hInL will* iaeieaae the capacity of kaowiag 
hi»« It h the same^on eactiu A free and 
gencPBiipapion iapredaimcd from heamo te 



88 

the sinful children of meo;:but H is con^ 
yejed throu^ the bloo^ of atOBementi a 
d^annel which disf^ys all the perfection* of 
.Godw . The. heart of man is naturally ojp« 
posied to the holiness of the Divine chaiae* 
ter; and therefore until that character is seem 
to be in truth our only safety, our only suve 
happiness for time and eternity, we reject the 
proclamation. As soon,, however, as we faal 
our danger and misery, and see the safety^ 
«nd happiness guaranteed in the Divint 
character, as displayed io the cross of Chvist^ 
we listen to the proclamation with joy, and 
we come at the same time under the shade 
of its protection, and under the operation of 
its sanctifying power. And then the work 
of grace advances^ just in proportion* U> the 
earnestness and constancy with which we 
cleave to and abide in the truth. We see, 
then, that as the mind dwells on this great 
themfe, and as the affections are more exer* 
cised by its wonders, there will, be a gr»> 
dual dilatation of the whole moral systenn^ 
that lighter and feebler impressions will 
give place to deeper and stranger— that the 
external symbols of words and actbnawill 
liecome more and more identified with the 
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mighiy realities of God and' etermtj-^tbat 
religioii, itistead of being an .interrupted 
seeking after God, will become an uabrpkeiii 
eMnmnnion with him, a conforep^ity^ to, hi& 
image; and a participation oi. his joy.. The 
Im^^ev (orders' of intelligent beings will tbust 
be- gradually pressing upwards m the scale 
of spiritual excellence, and filliqg the places 
#hidi have been just left' by the htgher*-r 
ai»i the whole family of Gpd^ led by thia 
prions light, will through eternity be ad* 
v^ncing nearer to their Father. 
^ We shall be saved from much perplexity; 
and error in our inquiries into the nature, 
and exereise of faith, by keeping in mind 
what is its design or end* We are. not 
eommanded to believe merely for the sake 
of believing, or to show our ready submission 
to the will of God; but because the objects 
which are revealed to us for ou]t belief, have 
a natural tendency to produce a^mofft im<* 
portant and, blessed change on our happiw 
aess and our characters. Every olyect which 
k believed by us operates on our characters 
acccxrding to its own nature. If, therefore^ 
we^have taken a wrong view of revelation^ 
that wrong view will operate upon us, and 
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produce a bad effect on duv charaoterB. 

This shows the importance of a coirrecC 

knowledge of the truth ccHitained in rev^la^ 

tion. A man^s character is foimed bj hit 

beliefs. Let us suppose a person of good 

natural^ affections ta hare his mind occupied 

continualfy bj the historfr of an injuries 

Ihtud which he bdieve^ to hare baen- jmuM 

tised against hnn^ m ^sofoe occasion* It ii 

impossible that he can escape being aisei^ 

able, and becoming morally* depraved. Hii 

bad passions, by being constantly eseUtei-; 

must grow is strength and in suscepCibiKty 

6f similar imfiressiensy arid hia happier a£^ 

fectionSi by being unexercised, noust fade 

and die. Let us a^ain suppose ii mm with 

less amiable natural qualities, whose Me ov 

fortune had been^ ^ one time sared by the 

se)f*sacr{fieing generosity of a friend. If 

this erent Bsakes such an impression on 

him, as to be more present te his tiiiaughta 

than any Other, it cannot fhil of aoftenili^ 

and improving his character^ and inereastog 

his happiness. His good affectiona are thua 

oontinualty exercised, and must, tbere{bre> 

be continuaBy gaining strength, whilst bad 

passions are at the same time displaced^' 
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'0£ tbofle wha hove acquired thecbaracter 
o£ misaBtibfopeS) xpmbabiy nine oat of Urn 
kanre^ like Timoii^ . been, men of grattrcms 
^positiona, wbo^ luuring^ been ^deeecrad in 
friendships baye ever, after Jtookect oa fair 
pis0fesflion8 as thesjmibok of diibonest !&»- 
ieartiona. Tkieir feelings- ' of >con temf t and 
lurtred) and wounded pride, being tbas4»w- 
HmuMf egcemised bjr Ma^vaa&Mtxms^he^ 
Ue^ tfae wbdk» fsaflse of then oiNiraetcv baa 
been mined, and tbeir peace o# mmdJii^ 
staoyed. AnditiapossHiIe tkat^if ^iproottid 
UmAi into tbe beairts ctfmen, and KniGe tbrar 
hsatery, we mi|^ find wNMeiofi the brigbleai 
exaaopie^ of b^ievdenee amongst those 
YidMBse natamiidispoatl^ns' were most oppo^ 
ske.to i^ but who/ bad allowed tbe ^bktory 
o£ tfaae Redeemer'^ k)ve so taabide in- tbaasi 
tikat it ba& saCieMd and dbanged their 
hearts;, and. healed tbeir diseased affections; 
. Any droiunrtance to wbidb we attach 
WBck itnpoatancey ia naturally ntueU ptesem 
to: oar .ininds. Jmd on tiiis^ point there is as 
gseat room, for deception as on ^any otber« 
I have perhaps been unfortunate, or I have 
been injwed, and I am distressed by it : 
but is this matter really of that importance 
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which it assvmes iir my mind ? I may have 
been Gorrectiij informed in idl the particulais 
of this* injttiy, whieh has been eenbmitted 
against me* I may not over-rate the malice^ 
or the fraikl, or the baseness of the perpetrai- 
tor&» I tha^fore do not believe so far what 
is. false. Yet I maj attach a false* importN 
ance to it*. And then neither can my imi- 
pressionof the: act be a just impression^ nor 
my belief of it a correct belief. This is a 
questioiL wJiich we- ha^ often' occasion to 
ask ourselves ia the course of this.workPs 
events, and this is a judgment and a conchi« 
sion to which unbiassed reason must often 
conduct us. But when we come to speak of 
eternal things, the question must be put in 
another form* Do I attach to this matter 
the importaince which really belongs to it ? 
Its importanee I cannot but admit to be 
infinite; my all depends upon it for ever; 
and yet it takes but slight hold of my mind. 
Surely then I do not understand its im- 
portance ; and if so, I cannot believe ittf 
importance. I do not believe the thing as 
it is. 
. Our minds receive an inlBuence from 
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eveiy thing by which they aie occupied, 
and according to the degree in which they 
are occupied by it, and this degree, is de- 
termined by the importance which our feel- 
ings attribute to it. If then the import- 
ance of the Gospelis believed, it will occu- 
py the mind much ; and if it does so, it 
will keep the affections in healthy exercise, 
and a right direction. If it does not occu- 
py our minds, its importance is not seen, 
and therefore its real nature is not believed. 
Olgects assume importance in our minds, 
according to the relation which they bear 
to the general b^it of our affections. Thus 
saxj event which promises either to increase 
or diminish his wealth, assumes great im- 
portance in the mind of an. avaricious man* 
The small importance, thetefore, which is 
oSten attached to the Gospel, by those who 
may even have heard and read much about 
it» and profess to believe in it, arises from 
the circumstance of their affections having 
an opposite bent. There is something in 
the Gospel, and in the holy character of 
Him whose message it is, from which they 
shrink. No doubt this |»;oceeds from their 
ignorance that happiness is a quality of bo- 
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liness } but tUs ignorcmcle istibt a gniUieK 
igiiioraoce^ nor is Uie unbelief connected: 
with it A gttikless unbelid^ They xre ) tiie 
CQn0e^[ii€noeE( «f tmlioltness of heart. . Aa 
unboly heart jMtes holioiesBf and Aerejbre 
is blind to its ^excellences and wtU not be» 
lieve that ha{»piness is insepar^le from it. 
Our unbelief of the i^ospel^ then, and of 
its importance, ought not to be regarded 
aaan act for whidi we can ^ever be moralij 
accountable, nor should it be ^oken of as 
a mere misfortune. There is a nuiral guilt 
attached to it. Itmiaes from a discordance 
betweeiji the moral siate of our minds, and 
the character of God which is exhibited in 
the Gospel. It arises £com the depnmtgr 
of our affecftijMtt. AxA this deprarilyit is 
which makes i:he work of the Spirit neoes- 
sary* The tfaii^ concerning Christ most 
be taken by the' Spirit and shewn to the 
heart, mid bni^ht in contact with the af- 
fections, and kept, thele, before their iiws* 
timable pveciousness can be fek or believed. 
But this dept»7ity of our affections, aoid 
our absolute meed of Divine assistance, are 
no esLOUses.for uabelief. Sin consists in 
thit dcfffafyity. U ja mpn »ere goiitlesa 
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hectMm he acted under the influence of a 
S^troQg and overbearing moral depravity, 
then the. more depraved we were, the less 
guilty we should he. There is a 'great 
difference between moral oeoessity and na^ 
tural necessity. We never say that ablind 
man ought to see, because we know that he 
Ues under « natuml inability ; but we say 
that an unfeeMn^ BMn ought to feel, and 
that an implacabie man ought to forgive 
and foigst injudess bemuse he lies under 
BD natural disabiUty to do so, but only 
under the moral disalnlity of hk own -cor* 
rupt heart, wldch is the very thing which 
constitutes* his culpa)»ility . Grod loves r^4it 
^o perfectly, that he cannot sm; he lies 
under the necessity of his own moral Attri* 
butes to do always what is good, and intbiS; 
moral necessity does his infinite excellence 
consist. A simier loves sin so well, that 
he camiot but sin ; and in this moral iie« 
<^sity does his culpability consists This 
moral necea^ity to evil is formed by the 
misdirection of the affections to improper 
qligects, and it bepoines stronger and strong*' 
er by every act in subordiutttion to it. It 
i9 the mark of perdition upon the souk 
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But bow IS this fearful bafrki» to be^tiMbin 
down? By no other meAind is it pdMiMty 
but by bringing^ the ^dfedtieiTs into^ciiitttrt 
' with the hig'h and holy objeei»'of <$tiet«il5^. 
This is the true pbilosopker^s stonei ^w4iiBh 
converts the iron fetters of sin iiitcip>it ff9lU^ 
en chain of love^ binding -tbi h^art lo GcM 
and heaven. ' The most baldened iiliM^ 
has yet soqie conscience left. He kndlf« 
that all is not ^uite rigirt, and hence te 
has occasional fears that^ all is nol • quite 
safe. This sense ot sin, and tiiese fears^'tf 
he allows them to operate on his-' ihind» 
Irould lead him to the Gk)spel»<anki tber^ 
would he find a- cure. Eveiy man^'catf 
judge tolerably well for another, 'how he 
ought to act or feel in particular ioiitimni^ 
Stances; and this same judgment miMt< 
Sometimes' take cognizance of his own- con^ 
duct and feelings. Even that very^sell^ 
love whidh so often gives a wrong direotiot^ 
to our eonduety shows us what is'diie^to' 
others^ hy its defeaanda in our own favour* 
Moltil ignorance, tberefnve, is never inn<t> 
cent ; though it is more or less aggmv^ted 
according to the opportunides of morat* 
knowledge which have been neglected. A 
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nan who rcgects the Gospel when it is 
ptdsQUted to him in its truth and simplici- 
^»: is in. a rery different situation from a 
■Mm who has either never heard it at all, 
or lutt heard it accompanied bj absurd su- 
jiMrtitions. The one has fairly been con- 
fifonted liy a message oi holy love, and what 
be. cannot help suspecting to have some 
sttiMig claim upon his attention and re* 
g^rdsi and he has turned his. badk upon it. 
This of course gives an additional firmness 
and acrimony to the opposition which his 
mind feels for it. Its presence in some de- 
gree rebuked him, and this he cannot suf- 
fer without irritation. The others, who ne- 
ver beard the Gospel at all, or .never heard 
it intelligibl/, cannpt have the same acri- 
mony of . opposition to it. Beside^ tbey 
wmy have learned, periii^is, by the teach* 
iiig :of the Spirit, tlmt truth concerning the 
Divine chaxacter which is revealed ja the 
testimony ot conscience, and in the works 
of citation and providence; and in this 
case they would receive the Gospel if they- 
heaid it ;, for true natural reUgim is elemM^ 
imyi CMsikmify. 
j The perception of the impoirtanc$ ^ the* 
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Qo9pel is not only essential to tbe loimeet^ 
ne$8 of our knowledge and belief of % -Imt 
it is necessary also in order to* the ^aceoAi- 
plishment of its great deisign m onr lieartt. 
Unliess the truth is much present to ^our 
i^Eectioi|s» uidess it abides in us, it iHuaMft 
influence our characters* And unless ivte 
feel its knpartance, it wili not abide iay us. 
That Christianity is net wordiy of the 
namev which just diooses a particular' day 
in the Week, or ia particular hour dn tfaeday, 
tea itself' and leaves tfae-rest^^of the thne 
and the duties of lifsito the infiue&detrf 
} other pidnoiples* It ought to be in us as 
; a well of water springing^ up 4into etemd 
\ life ; its joy, its hope, ita love, should be 
I ever cheering ifaehesart, purifying the aftc:^ 
/ tionSi and stimulating the conduct. It ought 
to be tiie root, from ^hich the. duties d lii^ 
in all tiieir bsanches, should derive their 
life and >vigeur. The ^great' tmliis of xeve^ 
lation- should be never {UDosent with sm, -ttael 
we may be assimileted to their {urine^plfs^ 
and. preserved fmm/ o|qwite >inippessi)OBe. 
We ase invited.to ^walk with God,; to wdk 
in the light of his counteaaaoe, to tdcehnr 
t^ our poftioiK. and hiding*>place, and ex« 
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cfi^^l^^ joy» aad under the shadow of his 
wings to make our refuge until all cafatmi- 
tJM^.jbte oreipast. He has been pleased to 
jUiiatf ati& hjfi reli^ttoQr to us: by all the most 
e^earing ties of nsubure, that we may more 
^ani^. and constantly resize his^presenee. 
He has presented himself mex^ to * our 
senses, dotfaed in. our naUne^ walking and 
conv^sing as a man amongst men^ fiilfiUmg 
aU the offices and sufferiogi all the sorrows 
oi life, that we. inight think of him not 
only without terror and. strangeness, but 
ev^t.witb respectful confidence and inti- 
q»acy. In the trodt of atoneinent^ he has 
g^Ton a tangible form to the high attribi|tes 
el Deity<^^e has made ihtia there stand 
forth before our eyes in the substantial rea* 
Uty of living action^ and« at .the same time 
in: all their grandeur and* loT«^es8,«^he 
has rendered them intel^iUe to four un- 
4ieiBtanding8> without lowering Ifheir dig- 
BSity,— 4ie has fitted tiyfrn to addren the 
^iags of human natuxci^ 'Whiist ttfaey call 
foith the i praise «Qd the ri^tuse ^ «f * angels 
vtho surround the-ttoorc. * And in the lan- 
guage o£ his wotdy m its rich imdrbeauiiful 
variety o£ parables/ andialtegedei^ and poe* 

f2 
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tioal allusions, what is the object. in natm^f 
which has not been employed to exp^^wp 
and illustrate his truth ? -He has tku^/t$<^ 
to speak, written his. name upon ^nr^rs' 
thing that surrounds us; And are tb€^ 
not all his works ? Ought they not tp. ^ 
dape his glory ? . Gkid hath thus enveloped 
us. with his gl|H7,-^e hath made bin^s^Jf 
pur dwelUng.place-and aU this, that we 
may . feed upon his love, that we may be 
conformed to his likeness^ ond. th^t w# ma^ 
enter,into his joy. And is it possible ifm 
ufi, in inieh circumstances, to forget . /God? 
He eveQ embitters other things, that, we 
may be drawn to himself — he takes awagr. 
an earthly, friend, that we may be led to a 
Eiiendffom whom nothing can separate ^s 
-«*our. >hcqpes are blasted here, that we m^y 
l0ani)to plant them in a soil yrhere .notlnng 
dies — ^hs arms sin with remorse, tbai ^e 
may be persuaded that it is a bitter thing 
to depart from Gipd. If it were possible to 
believe in the Go^l withou(t. romeiajli^iBg 
it» faith would' he: of no use to us ; . biit. jthe 
faeiief of its importance&Kes it in the k^ffift. 
The jnoral effeots rof it . w the ch«r«f{||(r» 
coBftHQte^ the graat rei^KVi. of. iu ib^p^g 
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vrgeA on our belief. We are not to think 

Hifrti pardon U created by believing the 

; 6o«{iel, a^ if ikith were the ground of for» 

j ^ifeness. * No ; the Gospel itself is the 

Wbclamation of pardon through the* perfect 

Bt'onement of Christ, and it is the belief of 

the £lll-sufficiency of this proclaimed ground 

bf pardon remaining in the memoty, and 

operating on the heart, which, makes, meet 

for the inheritance of the saints in ligbt. 

The apostle Peter, accordingly, in his second 

epistle, stirs up the pure minds of Christ^ 

imis 'by way of remembrance, and presses 

ilpon their attention truths with which he 

knew they were acquainted. In the 9th 

f verse of the 1st chapter, he ascribes the 

deficiency in Christian virtues and graces, 

to a forgetfulness of the atonement^ that 

great work in the belief of which they had 

\ before found deliverance from guilt* - ^' He 

that lacks these things is blind, shutting 

his eyes, and forgetting that by which he 

was formerty washed from his sins.'' The 

knowledge of the atonement it was, which 

first produced these quaUttes in the heart, 

«nd it is the continued remembrance of the 

atonement which alone can keep them in 

v3 



I 



I 






€t 
CC 
'€t 



life, and strengthen and expand thetn; AH 
things pertaining to life and godlidesSi he 
says, are given to us in the knowledgef of 
liim who hath called us to glory and vir- 
tue. And hence, when we forget him, we 
lose the things which pertain to life and 
godliness. 

In the Epistle to Titus, ii. 1], it is sail!, 
that " the grace or forgiving niercy of God, 
that bringeth salvation or a cure, hath 
appeared unto all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts. 
We should live soberly, righteously, aiid 
*• godly in this jwesent world." Now Che 
, forgiving mercy of God is not a jprecept ; 
it does not produce these effects by autho- 
rity, but by its natural influence it moulds 
the character into this form. But it can 
only do so whilst it is remembered. In the 
next chapter of the same Epistle, Paul ex- 
ports Titus to inculcate upon the Cretans 
ian attention to the relative duties of life ; 
and then, as if to remove his despo ndency 
/ of success, he reminds him, that all the 
"*^ f most advanced Christians had been them- 
/ selves but a short time befdre in a state of 
^ bnmity to God and man, and that they had 
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betfii ddlvared from this state only by the / 
kilDwiedge of the kindness and love of God I 
^ our Saviour^ Then, in the 8th verse, ^ This * 
^* is a iEiuthftil saying, and these doetrines 
'^^of fsee grace, contained in the four pre- 
^^oeding verses) I will that thou affirm con- 
<<stantly, in order that they who have be- 
** lieved God in this matter, may be care- 
*^inl to maintain good woiics ;'* or, in order 
that the same good effects which have been 
produced in us by the belief of this Gospel, 
may-also be produced in them* ^^ The^e 
*f sbctrinfes are good and proiKtable in their 
^^^rffects on the characters of men. But 
** avoid doctrines of a different description, 
^^ fodisb questions and genealogies, and 
«< contentions and strivings about the law; 
'* for they are unprofitable and vain; they 
^^ dan have no salutaiy effect upoa the 
<^ character/' In our En^ish tis&slation, 
^* ^ese things,'' in the last clause of the 8th 
verse, seem to refer to the good works men* 
lloned immediately before; but this sense 
Is* not consistent with the context. Th6 
«. good and ]n*ofitaMe" things of the 8tfa verse, 
aare opposed evidently to the ^* unprafitable 
*f and vaiii^' things of the following verse 
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And what are these unprdfitaUe aad rain 
things? Ndt bad wotk^, whieh they mmt 
have been, had the other been go6d ^tifks; 
but foolish questions and genealO^M^aiid 
contentions and strivings abOiit the- lait"^ kU 
of them disputes about dototiine, tirbidfin* 
dicates that ihe other things are doctrines 
also, but differing from thenk in their; ten- 
dency and itnpdrtance. Besides^ thi^-.tbttor 
of the Apostle^s reasoning through th<i chap- 
ter requites this interpitetation. - Titus -Was 
appb'iiited to the pastoral charge of a ptt^ 
pie, aniong whom there were mafaj things 
to be reprehended and ^^ rebuked sharpy.'' 
But in the midst of th^e discourageihents, 
Paul cheerit him hj displaying the ptf^er 
and efficacy of that Gospel whicb he was 
coitamisSion^ to teach. He reminds him 
of their own former state and charact6r^ 
and of the change which had b^en produbed 
in them, by the knoi;trIedge of the free gMee 
of God through Christ Jesus. Knowilrig 
then and feding that it ^s this gre&t 
truth alone which made you a friend anda 
servant of God, froiii being hl)s enemy, cease 
not continually to inculcate it upon the 
Creians, and be assured thbt wherefv^r it 
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i^rrwfiifreil UivfUI j^codvce the same e£fects. 
tU(f» ik^.amMence which I have in its sa- 
i^^fMf Ml^^cyi which maJj;:es me prize it, 
>W9d jHrea<^ it, an4 urge others to pi;each it. 
,4b4 it is th^ couvip|tioD9 thalf. disputes 
^9mt the observance of Jewish rites^ and 
.speculative and unpractical arguments iipon 
I'^tigious subject^ p^miot^ in the pature of 
^t^ling^K produce any gpod ciffects ppon the 
y^l^apter ; ^l^^ch v(^B3f,esi me ^vpid the^^f my- 
,f^\f^ md de^rpi^.U^at jpu should dp so too* 
,J^.I thought ;t^at. such, qu^ltious^coqld pu- 
irify: th^. hearty .1 should propose them in 
evi^ry os^embly; but their teudencj is to 
ir^it^^ and 4arkeUt an/d not, like the doc- 
t^l^l^ of.the^rpss, to e;i)igbten,. apd purifyy 
g<|d ^fia^quilJiiaie, :, • , .. . 

, .We;lf^.ve U^ a sifi^p)^ spriptural >est* by 
,wfijich we ,may try all th^. views .and inter- 
pretations of Christiafi doctf ine. , Are they 
'gff^ and profitable in their influence on the 
;];icaz;t and conduct ? . . li they have not this 
.^ t^pdency, if the impres^iqps paturally made 
by them are not of thi^ description, we may 
be assured that we have mistaken the doc- 
trine^ . 
T1^U9, if the view whictai .we take of the 
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f doctrine of election^ or a particuldr provU 

j dence^ be such -b one as l^ads us to be be* 

• gligent in our callings, or to consider our^ 

selves free from moral req)ondbtHt7, we 

may be sure that this is a wrong view» 

because it cannot be good or profitable to 

; the characters of men* 

. The doctrine of election is juM another 

[ name for the doctrine of free grace. It 

; teaches that all men are under deserved 

/condemnation, and therefore can have no 

{* > claim on God for pardon ; and that this, 

and all other 'mercies, are the gifts of bis 

own free bounty and choice. It thus teaches 

us humility and gratitude, by impresising 

> us with the conviction that we are debtors 

I to God's unmerited bounty, not only for 

the gift of Christ and the knowledge of it, 

but also for the influenoe of the Spirit which 

inclines our hearts to accept it. 

The doctrine of a particular providienee 
teaches, that the same God who gave hk 
Son to save us, orders every event in our 
lot. The belief of this will dispel worldly 
fears and anxieties, and inspire confidence, 
and impress with a continued sense of the 
Divine presence; 
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It 18 posaUe that the dodarine of the 
pcr sc f iera nige of the sawts should be so per- 
verted by the corniption of human nature, 
as to lead to iildolent security and uA<» 
vatehfttl' fatbits. But Hiis is not the doc- 
trine of the Bible. The true doctrine is, 
that as it was God who first opened the 
eyes of sinners to the gloi*y of the truths so 
tfteir xxmtinuahce in the truth t tquireB and 
recienres thje^sameahn^bty su|^i9rt to tsMun- 
thsn it. It is not m their title to heaTeo» 
as distinct from the path to heaven, tiiat 
th^y arc maintained. . No ; they *' are kept 
** by the power of God, thnmghjftutk unto 
^ saJiratiOQ." This doctrine then really 
leads to humhie t^endence on God, as the 
only support of our weakness ; and to Tigi- 
lance, firom the knowledge thM, when we 
are not actually Hviag by faith, we are out 
of that way, in which believers are kept 
by the power of God unto salvalaon. The 
reality t)f. our fateh 15 pfofved only by our 
persevevance ; if we dl^> not perdetere, we 
ate hot ^ntkr 

Any view of the ^dd^trifle <jf the atone* 
ment wfaleb caft make ils fearless or care- 
less of sinning Tfiust be a Virrdng view, be-* 
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cause it is! not good nw profitable to tnm^ 
That blessed dbctiine dedamsfdoi pslrdoiii 
ed, not because it is overlooked, or i^K^nk^ 
afts but because the weight of its cijiidiaamf^ 
tion has been siistaii^d on out 'beb^>4rf 
ourdder Brother and Representative^' This 
makes sm hateful, by connecting it wiCb 
the 'blood of our best Friend. 

There 0xt many persons who may be said 
rather rto bdteve in an ecdesiastieal polify; 
than in the doctrines of the Bible. In sSK^h 
cas^ the impression must besimilar to that 
which is produced by political paflrtizanship 
in the govemments of this world. Aiid 
there are some whose faith extends to higbei^ 
thkigfr who yet attach too much weight to 
externals.' - 

Any view of subjects that may be* be- 
lieved or di^eliieved wi^out affecting' our 
fakh io the atonement, wliich qan i^rdddce a 
coldness or unkindnesi between those who 
rest on the atonement, and live by the fiAth 
of it, must be af wrong view,* because it mars 
that character of love which Christ dedates 
to be diei)adgi^'af his people. Such a view 
iaterfwes witb the doctrine of the atone« 
nient* ' Love io Ckriait, as tbe exdusive 
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hopOi otd : tto cwi^Msaiooate . all-suffident 
fijriftd:pf dcst-mBiierai, is tfae^lif&fbleod of the 
GJaaeikELn finoAj i and wherevw it floirs» it 
cMOJea .aloti^ '^ith it, relationsyp to Clirist, 
90d lat.cilaiin: <m the affecdoo' of those > wIk> 
«alll thMOsdrea faia What is a banie or a 
toeti that it Bhould di^i^ide those- who :are to 
live together in* heaven through .eternitj, 
atid^ who 'here love tbe^me Lord, and who 
tiaive l|€9im washed kiibe some bload, and 
4nok.iclf the 8iilne>river of tfaewater of life^ 
and hdv«, airaess through tiie same Media* 
Ipr-bj the same Spirit unto the Father! 
This is a'Veiy serious cooiideration. It 
tM^es OH that final seBt^ice which shall 
be pronounced on the sheep and bhe goats : 
" Come» ye blessed ;" why blessed ? **.Itt as 
<< much fis ye did it to one of tiie least of 
*^^fibesfi\fH^ brethren f, ye did it unto me.^* 
t^|]l6|i«Et» ye cursed;" and why taursed? 
<5 In as muoh as^ye did it not to one of the 
<< Ic^st of Aese^ ye. did it not to me." It is 
Pf^.a general benevolence thai is talked of 
bef 0/; no^ it is love to Christ exerting itself 
in fcindnessi and acts of kinddes» to his bre- 
thren, for his sake. Hiis is the gniad and 
pre-fixninently blessed feature of the Christ* 
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iian cbanct^* Its preseoee^ Is the seal ai 
heaven on the soul ; its absence, is the «x^ 
elusion £dom heaven. We shoald tsite lieed 
to ourselves ; for any flaw in . this reB|iect 
miarks a corresponding flaw in our Chri^« 
ian faith« The importance of the blood 
of Christ is not rightly perceived, if it does 
not iquench these petty animddities. God 
is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwells 
etfa in 66d, filfd God in him. An undue 
importance attached to inferior points is 
surely not good nor profitable to men. 
. We take a Wrong view of the Gospel if 
we suppose, that any moral qualifications 
whatever are teq[tiired on our part, to fit 
us for believing on Christ unto salvation. 
No one will ask supply without a sense of 
need; that is nc^t a necessary quali^ation, 
but an exciting cause. A man will not ask 
for food unless he fei^ls hungry,, but be has 
full liberty to ask it without fecjliiig hun- 
gry. So also no one will look to Christ 
for happiness, utfless lie is in some degree 
sensible of wretchedness ; nor for pardon, 
unless he is in some degree convinced of 
his guilt. But these are only exciting 
causes, nc^ qualificatitos. In the i»ame way, 
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ao oiie will come witiiout the teaching and 
tefldiiig' of the Ht>ty Spirit; but tbid is not 
a lieceis^aty qmttificatfon either/ biit itmly 
an excittog cause* That is to say, no one 
ii^ comnianiiied to dday beliei^ng oh Christ, 
UMii he is inttfienced by the Spirit; on the 
contrary, the command to repent and be- 
lieve tbe Gospel is universal; wbich proves 
that it ia in >the natural power of all men 
to do so, and that their inability is a mo- 
ral, and. tfaerefiire u criminal inability. 
The ground on which pardon is proclaimed 
throu|^ Christ, is a thing independent al- 
together of our believing in it, because it is 
firm and sufficient in itsdf whether we be- 
lieve in tt or not. The sentence has been 
already executed on the Surety, and the 
prison-door has been thrown open ; but if 
we reftis^ to come out, weexdwfe ourselves 
from the benefit of it. The Sun of mercy 
is ri^en with healing in his beams, but if 
we will not open x)i«r eyes, we may not 
know that he is risen. As soon, however, 
as we open ou? eyes, we know that it is 
ttght; and as soon as w« understand and 
believe the Gospel, we know that we 

are pandoned. . I mean^ whto the truth is 
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dearly' understood atod firmljr: betfanrfd, 
and when its; native influence U 'na<; *pM^ 
vented by bodily disea^> or^ t^^ peipfex- 
ing influence of human systemt* lUie 
fint scriptural consolation r^eived hf tlie 
believer, arises from his coHvictioit thirt; 
this ' Gospel itself is true, and the OMa- 
sure of his comfort corresponds with, dfte 
strength and steadiness of his :ftntih 
Such is the nature of this Tcvelation, (iwt 
he who is taiught its true glory must be 
convinced that' God had never unftdded 
it, had he not designed to save all wlto 
come to the knowledge of it. The pro- 
mise of beaten confirms this view of the 
gr^d object of the work of the StBtviMr. 
Many clog the freeness of the Gospdl, fitan 
the fbar of antinomianism ; but this is iMelf 
a most daiigerous species of ^ antiiipni- 
anism. The law of God is written in tbe 
heart by no other instnmient but the fiae 
mercy of the Gk>spel. The pardon has jken 
proclaiifted simply, in order that the power 
and influence of sin may be overcome ; we 
are therefojte falsifying the reeord, aad'uii'^ 
doing its purpose, if we teach men to eaat 
off'theii'^in^ its a preparatory workptevjous 
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to tell^tiAgt ' Qnd ia order tk$t they m«f 
Mqept^ijoS. tlie patdon. The commaiid to 
^J£q)ftpt4ilidbelieve»" means nolbing more 
jdian tlmt w^ shcmld change our former 
«bw0 for those which the Gospel presents 
toi'usj Repentance means a change of 
miady and therefore it necessarily accompa- 
mit^u new belief Whfn we take new 
«ie»ts, we must make a change^ we must 
dttre t)ur old ones. We, may say, •* Arise 
^t aadd^aift/' though wq knpw that the 
. pi^Qar f;annot depart iirit;bout arising. But 
tJm real sorroH^ of the h^rt, on account of 
stn^ ^n arise only firom this sense of the 
amasing contrast between , the . subduing 
Wki /overnrhehning merqy of God. and our 
un wprthiness. It is whm w^ lopk o^. him 
:Whom< w^ have piercedn th«t we. moup 
trnly ; and it is when we know that. God 
^is; pacified towards us, for all that we h&ve 
jdciie» that we remember and ai^ copfound- 
e^f.Zeeb* xii, 10. Ezek. xvi« 63, When 
tbeiliOrd said to Peter, ^rJUtvest l^u ojie ?'' 
lie could answer tha^ be4i4» wd^.^puld aj^ 
p6al<to hift knowledge of t^e 4f;Qret9 pf the 
heart for thQ truth of what he said.; apd it 
was th^iQ!!^^ which m^ hiQ» i^P W^flj% 



114 

when his Master's eye caug^ his, ^fi» 
he had denied him. We l&fff»^ witfibilb 
faith in Christ, regard the c(mseqtien(:e& of 
sin with dislilte and sipprehenidon ; and tre 
may even fbel it to be a pollution to the 
dignity (tf our nature ; but our hearts can 
never loathe it for its own sake, until we see 
it connected with the blood of him who 
loved u^ and gave himself for us. It is 
not health, but disease, that we cai^ td the 
physician ; and it is not any hioral godd, 
bnt sin and sorrow, that we must carry to 
the Saviour. It seems to have been &e 
paipose of God, in adapting the first appeal 
of the Grospel to the mere natural senise ef 
misery, and the instinctive craving after 
happiness, to make it impossible to attach 
any merit to Mih, beycmd what is attached 
to the desite a child feels for its mother^s 
milk. 

The atedltite freeness of grace must be 
preached* in order to make the Gospel good 
and profitable to men. If man is required 
to bring imy thing to the Saiviour, he is not 
utterly lost, he |ias something to bring ; or» 
in other words, sin is not so very sinful, 
and tnanliath whe^of to glory even before 
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Ood. The more freely grace is proclaim* 
ed^ tte more deeply sin is condemned; and 
it id the belief of having much forgiven, 
that cdmpel» the h^ar t to love much. Love 
therefore) Which is the fulfiUing of the lawi, 
has its schirce in free grace. Oh the pre- 
sumptuous vanity of men» who would dream 
of Inventing a defence for U^e interests of 
hblidess, better and securer than that which 
God liimsdf hUs appointed t That very pa** 
rable which I have quoted from the eoBolu«> 
sion of the 7th diapter of Lilke, is answer 
sufBciient to all objections against the doc** 
trine of grace, in point both of fact and of 
argument. This is a position which can* 
hot be pressed too mUch. It is no less 
strong in reason than in revelation, and its 
wisdom is as demonstrable on the adcnow- 
ledged principles of the human mind, as 
the fact of its e jcistence in the Bibte is de« 
monstrable on the acknowledged princif^es 
offairihterjpretation. I have already touch^ 
ed on it befoire, and I shall again before I 
conclude this Essay. In the mean time, 
I shall endeavour to desmbe some other 
counteifeits of the faith of th^ GospeL 
It is possible to believe not only on the 
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&ctS| but also in ^ ^j^t^p^fit Qh^%ti.qiff^ 
as a phikwophical tb^ory^.^nd^jf^t {^^c^ 
iitute of faith in the truth.^ ^l^l^f r^iy^^oypip^ 

tbing very striking in tbci rjel^t^^ ,^\|^bte- 
Aess which exists between the; ^f<^|^ijf- 
ty ,o£ the. human, minfl to re^eivf <^f t^^ 
impressions,, and (be ppwer^of Ql^rifj^ii 

truth, to make an impre4si4>n; Hi^fl .^.# 
conceivable that, a m«n m^j be c^^tM^i^ 
by this inteUeGtuHil. and mpral hmri;Q^oj;^^^d 
tabe. mwh ipleasiiBe in. tracing it; il^i^iigjtk 
all it9> detajUfdndijiet derive qo mqi^o^ffo^ 
from it,' than frpm^the ex^n^iq^tioi^ of ^ny 
curious piece of material mecbanifip*, . T^ 
can ) be . : easily exiA*ioed. '^he . o^j^ct ,of 
his belief lisjnot.the Gospel i^^lf^t biM; the 
adaptation of the GkiispeV to 1^3 pi^rpose. 
This, is the ^pe wbiijb th§;id^fi,ofthe 
Go^l afisnmefif in hi;; f^iiM^ ^d. frosty ,tbis 
he derives hisi impress^ of it. ^e .ayctw^s 
his belief of the..ffiff|# cgntaini^, in the^s^- 
cred hit tory> 9iid ^p dJvjtinctly percqlyi^s .the 
moral qualities n^anifested in them;,.b^t 
he does not coQsid^r them as things e^iyt- 
ing by themselves, and indqiendent.Q^r^l 
human i^asonia^g. upon them« He M . 9Cio»- 
pitfd by the metaphysics of re)jigjion es.^e 
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fot^ftlht is occupied by tlie ceremonies.' 
H^ considers the facts and principles of 
revelation sitAply in their philosophicar re- 
lation to those feelings which they' additfss 
iti human nature; he is therefore impressed 
liot ^th the condescending goodness of 
iStidi tiut ^ith the skill which' appears ih 
the adaptation of the manifestation of that 
goodness to the moral defibcts of man.' A 
pMlosophical critic would have had much 
deKght in remarking the skill with which 
Demosthenes selected his topics and ar« 
^ments^ so as to excite those feelings in 
his audiehce which were favourable to 
his oWn cause; but thid philosophical de<* 
light left his passions unmoved, and his 
conduct uninfluenced. It ivas the ora- 
tor's wish to gain his calise, arid this he 
(tbuM only do by ittovln^ the affections lahd 
ifttivlncing the judgment of the Atheniaiis. 
Stft'llbe affections could not be moved, nor 
Yhe^'ju'dgmeiit convinced, unless his state** 
ihents arid arguments were received as sub- 
itabtial tfuth in themselves, altogether in- 
dependent of philosophical nelation' and 
ft^rmohy. Had be deliv^ed a critical ana- 
-'lyst^dF hh* famous oratUnlbr the crown. 
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instead of the oratton itself, it is^pr^dbable 
that he, and not Escbines, woqldibaxfeabpea 
exiled. It is proper that this hematiMite^ 
lation should be seen and adsoiifed; btctif 
it comes to be the prominent o|>J6ct ef be* 
lief, the great truth of Chris|;ianity is y^lpe^ 
lieved, A teacher of religion, who stoiild 
ftU hia discounes with the deliiiefition of diis 
relation, might be a very enter tatniogt^nd 
interesting preacher, but it » probable thftt 
he would not make many copverte to Chriid^ 
ianity. Our affections are exci|ed by bar^ 
ing corresponding ofctjects presented to 
them, not by obserring that there doeseiQat 
such a relation between the affections, and 
their objects. A man under the sentence 
of death may well and naturally rQirioe 
when he hears that he is pardoned; butit 
will be no consolation to him .to be inform^ 
ed, that there is a natural connection be* 
tween receiving a pardon in such cinmna- 
stances, and rejoicing. As the blood Aowei 
fkt} better through Herrey's veins than it * 
does through the veins of many who never 
heard of the tbeory of circulation;, so an ae^' 
<]uaintance with the relation w4iich subsists 
between, moral impresmns and their eop* 
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citing qauses does not g^ve the philosopher 
aiqr advantage, io point of mor^l suscepti^ 
biiitjr, oirer the pef^s^pt wk9 R^ver hQw4 Qf 
such a relation. 

As it is po8»J>le to helieve in thQ pbilQ* 
sQpby of the Bible, without helieiripg in iti 
substantial truth; it is al^o possible to be* 
lieve in its poetry, without any aaring con^ 
sciqpiences* Therj^ is mjich high poetry in 
tbe Bible, There is a subl^e in the G.o4 
8^ forth in it, aHogether iinriirfillejd; tt^erie 
is A i^trange ^nd b^utiful combins^tiDfi of 
overwhebning omnipotence, and tbe 3Weet<» 
i^jt tenderness; there is an intimficy. 9S 
union und endeaitoiant spok^ of betweim 
this God And bis creatures, wbicb» whfiii 
stript of oU that is offensive to mature,. majy 
take a strong bold of the ioMginative £ir 
GuUies^ and give a high spiacies of Mjoy- 
ni^tit to the mind, This enjoymettt is of 
the same kind as^that which a finely stmng 
mind derives from the tceasures of Mil*, 
ton'fl gienius. The truth of : the Go£^l ia 
not in tJiis case the object of belied . The 
loiie and justice of .God> ouMtifetfted in the 
ciMSi bate not imfHressed tbe mindn^for 
.iittpwssioau couki. only, be joy, .wdi 
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gratitudei and awe. Al««» that a jdeasuig 
reverie should. erer be miit^beiii fiwr ih|t 
counterpart of the Divioe charapter ia . tfaf 
heart of i^an ! The person whom I an sup^ 
posing, believes in the sin^icity^ and h$aifi» 
ty, and awful magnificenee, of the repealed 
system^f religion, and in the touchiog^prQ4 
priety of the fornix under which it hasbocn 
communicated, B.Mt he does not undet^ 
stand it as a thing «n which the" alterna-* 
tive of his own bappineis or misexy through 
eternity depends. - He does not underf 
stand it as exhibiting > to him. the clpractar 
of that Being who deals > out to him every 
breath that he draws, mid appoints for him 
every event which he me6t» in the race of 
his existence ; who surrounds him continue 
ally, and from whose enveloping pr^seiMse 
he can never retire himaelf fi;>r an instanl. 
through eternity; who marks every panungf 
thought. and dawning desire, and who will 
for all these bring him one day into Jud^ 
ment ; he does not understand the Gospel 
as a message from heaven, inviting hina^ 
through the atonement of Chriat* - to ap* 
proadi this great Being as a gracious Fa* 
ther, firpnot whose love nothing but his ovHk. 
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itMffaitte^ tef^stMy can sepiraste iilm; ' wbo 
Uttk fili^toilsrtfd iO'SDtke til l^ngs wqrk to- 
gikibm tst f^4d Whh chiklten \ and who, by 
tfete ]^0bi^ Df mfAx^i has coir^rt6d the 
i^lfilliiig ifttfiboteflT of his dnfibite^ iMttuxe 
iim^ l«osoils i^f filnL confidedde. tJnless 
t^« Mitdiry of the ]mB(: facte of > the Christ- 
im^Wfi^em be eoaiieeted;witfa> it9 present 
imi^diiaiide ; nnlessr the woriE finished on 
Ofitvtiy Wpeseeiv^d hi (ft^ relation to the 
]ligiM»)al feltrs and hopes di oUrselves as in- 
dlvidfials} We dc^not understand, and there« 
Ist^^mnat beliei^e tlie Gospel, v. 

l^bew^ a bdkf in Chsistianitf as a sob- 
jkt of «oiiftl^#^ei»7, lidrich' desearves a sctverer 
cttstii«^thato meiPely/tbat it is incapable of 
&&i»g aDjritibrtl ^ood^ ^ ) The, gr6at:facts 6f 
Tmnlittititi aie not the inject of wfaidi this 
belM i« the' iaipMSsion.' The real otgect 
0tf fllflh^ in a heli#t!er of this order' is, SAit 
hii'^riew is right, and that of his Cippomnts 
Wftfog. 'The inJpre$sion from tUps object 
is^MtdrhHy apim^bafsbn 6t hine»el£ and con- 
t^ptdi" others.' 

' -M^ man iviio fbmis a^ jhdgihent upon aAy 
8iiHjicfr«tt reasenaMEd grouhdi^' casnot: biit 
belihve' thaiim oppmitb jiidgnietit i& nmng 
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ecLnajudgmettt cm tiit matter* BuA;t)iifl 
mig^tnok to be.tbe.premlii^nt4]li|^^.l^^ 
Uei Ifitbe^tfard>a;ractea&iuiii«dL. Thftifi 
k. no*: ia^tbe .warida aEure .kfiteffil;tb«||^ 
ikaxLtb 8ee:tieiGafl^l<tf J6tH»Clixp#t ^mn 
▼QcitediBlo avpkce^Df MiUlAaoiii adiolMthqi 
"^^rBiimgA a£ Kghifc jawl :pcao€» .tiapgftmiieil 
into the:. (&mair:x)£iiiaduu»8 a^d. diac«yid« 
Wa nciiiaqttisadlio gure iwc li^f to ftha 
6oape^£3c^a.fii]]ttiai:.fQad% : OinJMii^ k#^ 
to.temiBat^iii^itodilu Indaac^ it cannot dft 
this; for ever^iri^cct 9fllicli'albeta;Qiiii|p^Mlf 
idiMt>^)8camu%iaf^ The 

object 4)reBentei;taifiiir.f9Hk;]ftti^ 
iar. lte/c)wnactar Jif .;€kid ttaiudealedr io. Jaaoa 
GfaiiakiiaBitii^ juBi Godiaa^lTcttrtibf Saypmif 
It. b lliQmntQsio«(o€ 4m thipiq^ rtte blood 
o£ ^fontemnli isfiecL iotL m ^ IcTi lone iibMtei^ 
ahlb. , ltik)Gad.iti oux natinit atai^cttng: on 
attrjbdf^ aJs:(teiaU)et>firoUk«riaiid. R^xfe- 
geal^B^ basKrn^g Abft {atiiiiilDiom' wb|cb^.V# 

had broken, and on the ground'H^ttiia 69Mb'' 

^nf>tJhai:^b£;anA tbdrjnMtwRetcbfdioC 
«amnB <lioiboaii^' {l^bi9|g;<cbtiil;at G^fiw 
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t ^raild^TW. TUs' dbject'is presented t(r 
otir bfeliefy Hkdt iimay^rtampoBi our Bonis' 
itft^avn^ image, tbcflikeselBibE 6o(L Tlie 

cMaet^fpdMeh ^faisiUtli will prodacer ah the 
dtMeict^u ' We aw <bwr taught to vefer the 
£k#rt!i io ««r dhana^ter to cdrtespaading de* 
fJMHliteimrikitlu Weii^ve dtber osifin. 
i0lf tuaei ved ait emhiisoiis ianprnaddii of the 
GMpeK that is to aay, vnie have mitoiider* 
stMd it^ w €^se ircf'hatc^^ltndwed^^hy^foi^* 
Mi»6mi the tight fciqi^essioir to' diq miUFaj. 
11ieidt9Mite|& 1^ tbt atobencnt isrthd gteatf, 
sfpitittKiil inouM laoih^wliiohltlie Kiifltg;fovra 
(tf'%l^'<%Tiftti^ thatafcterrisr to deriireits 
fi^Aved. Could .ir^doiel]r>Aiidiasai]ltttei3r 
^ir«tftai)idfMibW tUA ttoaUbrin aHritshti. 
rietftn^t#; thX)iigib ^ we^ kMki ireyef hdavd of 
the-ptedepl^ iifir' b^rtar ^woald ptetaiit an 
e^adf tttlfy or ^ounteipaiti t9 them. BM 
as^^ttk'di^ii^l hiaMa me pivae' to leaver 
tiis tfile tkoafd t4 iitollinem 'anA" feriqp^ineai^ 
atfSt tofe^i^'^6ppmt» impte^imns ftvm' 
^ peristiiiig^ thlugd ttboat asy ititets^aMd 

0^ t# d^ierii^ib da ^at we^ MgM td be, 
pdiMti, >«lialf'1^ ^iliiy'iK»iliptf)dn^^^ 
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with his JAW^ vre maydailj ;SQQriiotria8}|r 

howvgnatljr ii0e need thebldod^ixfaii^ chfiw* 

eth From dm^ bat aisd> hov j&B:ou]r>mwEil 

featured are ftom the: form- of^tlie rGcm^ 

mdmld/) A^d vhow . unsAeadf :aiid luninBtquisiifc 

anr vii\t "ttnist. Jutva been •of that; traOt 

wVich si^diifietlu ' We amAbiisiii$tmGk0fl 

to took imiy thepqri^ee{rtsforazteKf^aM(Mil 

of abydiffidiiltdes' whieh.'ivre xmy have .as 

to the 'true object f of/ fiutb«^ : If,jBny»Trieiir 

whieb is-tJEtkeniofvJtheiGo^t^ 4oes noiJUh 

tiirally prbdace on tbe ftiind thati impDes^ 

sibn which is described ici^lie preeepto^ H 

38 evidentiy. an incorvrai rxew^ r ThifJa.a 

teatowfaiohr caimott feU^ a^ in which, we 

canDuot ^easily be deceived, f Tfaasi .Obriat** 

iaii^iare cofliinWnded to rejaiic^o alw^ ; ami 

iir>the histevy ^wbbb ia ^iy^n of theoh > we 

find tfa«litb^;djd/r^ice with joyiiftiiapeakiT 

sMA and Ml ^ gim^.* . rHwr-i >we arefcer* 

tain jfbat they eoiild nPitrf{joiieft;mere]jy:h6-^ 

qauseitbey! wwe ceintnaiidi»l jt^ dp s^; A 

pirec^t ^-A\m\ rkind : cmldf ne^ipoMibly w« 

fiMe ^r-^ii^lt-:ebedil»iQe to itself*; • .The 

g^efefcraieel.the pr^e^pfe tiiexe£me^)iibi that 

w»*nmgr''byiit» aa hyr^ltesftrtoy^whethcorjow 

ititw«f.iheGiM9pdf!i«>af%}ft yife^Vraodwhe* 
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thcur oufiiapplicadob to it is'statdjr and ca» 
stattt. And^hiai J07 in tbe> fint Chri^tlaM 
im9Binot:the xetuli :of a- long processr-*the^ 
iidjdioed as : soon, as . they beaid tha Gospel, 
.Miicontinnddxejoichi^ as Ic^^ as tbey* Hired. 
3%eir jogr,' therefore, did not proieedf com the 
ebserration of anjmoralitnpi^oviQment which 
had taiceii. {dace in^ themselves; there was no 
tkne for that; biitdt proceeded .frojratiieir 
p^Eceiving, thatcthe Gospel contained /good 
nfemrs^ pei&otly^adapted :tQr)persoas4Q)th^ir 
.^loumstances of einiand aorrbw**' |n short, 
it was ^ao enmmotatioa of pardon ahd fa- 
Hoar from, God' to sinners^i onr acuoount . of a 
great work which preservted fsom . alL stain 
the Divine .holiness, aad which -magiufied 
the law {and :mad^dt :boBOiiurable« > Who- 
ever under^nds:tbis» andbeliesteslb, mtost, 
ili '^e rtfatunet of ^things^/mjoice^iualess the 
exiling of the mind is .dogged xic: deranged 
by! the disease of tberbadjr« .^ A wndemned 
tximinBl :nmt rcj^oioei m a perdtm, unless 
itetbitikB: that death is ^not^evil^ and. life no 
illessingb) But itia imt>ossilite that .any 
me ciVQ, think; eternal misery jao-ievil^ ^w 
eftenial bappinesst.no bl^iiiasind* Andideti- 
irerfiiMei^aiQ^ the .tyie; aivlitti ^otaataoe tnta 
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ikiQ Other, are embraced in the annouBod- 
jneot of the G«pel« ^' This: i& the mti^ 
*' moaj that God bath givien to us fitemal 
y U&f and this life is in hia Son/' I John 
v. 11. A want of jay must then, {noieed 
froBd some de£ect in the rieW which we tatte 
of the GoqieU or . from the iMaSregfaeaej ci 
fonr viewing it, and. the adnriiion of oj^mv 
cdte impressdons from other things* If we 
.wish to.iiee the refketioaof: lia objeet in a 
JBurror, the ofcgtct mli$t^ be jresent ta Hie 
.mijror ( saAtwe wish. to rejeioe, wetnnit 
havfe the j€i}r&il object {nieseat to om* minds. 
An attsmfit to; &el thie §oy of the Gospel 
/when the testimonjr of tlie Gospel is not 
juesent to Dm mindsi is like an attempt to 
-have an ol>jeot reflected in a Inirrar, with* 
,ont presenting ^ni to ^aeh other* 

We xce commanded to love God with 
all our hearts, ^nd to hate sin and flee fram 
it. Bat it is not by tbe direct attempt to 
^excite and work ifp in ourselvea these alfoo- 
tions, that we can ever hope, i4 the nature 
of things, to render an4icceptable ofoediehce 
to this precepts For who can: love, hy en- 
deanrhnsing to love ; or hate,1>7 endeavtMt- 
dngtohate? No: WeaM not left tafttoh 
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a tlianUets tMk. lit tM^Gospcly & vicnr 
of God is presented which allures the love 
of theheart^ and taib teihiiti horror and 
iadig»atian.againrt.^f4mtoi«er oppoM Hia 
hoif will. Tli^ laie ia wiifttea in ^mx hearts 
by the belief of tim IQospeL If oar teatts 
sea^Jr came HI! oanJ»ct mi&x tbe wWe 43f 
fte Gospel^ tie imp^ressioa wo«k| be the 
wbqle of the law i mad we may dotaniina 
boar much of the Gospel we are yet vtma* 
gets to, by obteffving how mweb of die law 
k yet mwrittea oa <mr lieaTti. This is 
the trve method of self-exaimnation* Tbe 
diatance wldoh lay between the throne of 
tbe nmvexse and the death of the cross» is 
the measiiee atoace eC the love. of God, 
and of the cbnget and guilt of sia^ If there 
it not. aa impressiim on oiir hearts of holy 
lorre to .God and of abhor^renoe of sin, it is 
because we eitber have a wrong View of ttie 
woife of Christ, or because we d<i not view 
it at alL JLet then the dtseovery of our 
spiritual deficieaoieg teaeh as to stady the 
truth, as it is. in Jesas more attentively, and 
to deave niore elosdy to it. If we really 
Uved IB the faith of the Gospel, ' we would 
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liv^ in utiuitoiTvpted jify, andloWyBtiftcrher 
dience. :.♦.,; 

We are standiog on the br^nkdf eter* 
iiity ; in a few days wesball- be launched'inv 
to it* Let ns lode over the preeipite before 
we make the awful {)luDge. ' it is a daik 
aad untried region. Do you seetsny ligfaV 
or will you commit yQiu*9eIf to chance? 
Ofai ia the midst of that ^b^curity, Ifcere 
shines a bright Star^ which/even ^farlst/we 
gaze on it, sends its own blessed, light into 
the heart, .and expels thence all doubts and 
anxieties ! The King of that couatryiis he 
who died b^refor sinAers. . He . loved usi, 
and gave^ hiitiself ^ftir us.- And he haJdk 
gone to prepare a place for hiscpeople. ; If 
you belong to hitiii ybu are safe, and. yoa 
may belong to him to-day. When -ht ii<»« 
comes your hope^ you will hare i a joyfbl 
bope-^-a hope that maketb hot ashamed. 
But till then^ # there is no . hqie for you; 
With him is the fountain of H&, that is^ of 
happiness ; and we decetire ouita!lves;wbai 
we look for true happiness 'elsewhere. Whoi 
our hearts wander from him^ - they> wander 
from life; and joy. Abide in. me; be wys, 
and I will abide in you. What are all the 
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priQnlRms(rU<di:the'W#rfa}Qttttio^^ income 
parison of this? 1 :/ M / 

ntker a:ioQto|^lex.'yae9ir;df/faitb^ i/Sjotmewji^. 
tenBhaMxttb^ugbt^timtL thay> sMni^Kefd faith 
^kragr jmlch» hy)S%ymg that it is a .mere as- 
deoA to l^eiisuth of Divine tostii^ony. I 
emeddec itito be.tpo^ more*, in its own na* 
^tirae?; but f doses, it vnQt qmhcai^Q^a^ variety of 
tralHvjandlisrititoet^obmHis tbeD.thak its 
;»iD|dJi(iit()r; or :coin|dexiiQ98 <depends .^a^irelf 
msk the aatwe i^vtij^^ te^tkdany) to j wlueh 
tke? asseftfa is giwm ?, > An* aamnt oaniMt -be 
^eo tQ any thing without ireceiyipg an 
impres^oia Qorresfpn^ing :to;iti ip .tUl res- 
piects^ ,foif,thj^ meiaqing of hdlief isjust the 
.4iii{iref»ion.iMtde.Qn the mind hy the object 
{Mre^nted.tQ/it. If the; c^j^t, be sii^pte) 
Abe i|m4^i:^S»i^ <ir belief wjji : be i^ipipJe ; 
jUAd if :tbeiQkgefft be a doolaratioO: involyiag 
%iy|irielgr gf wbjects, th^ imprd^ion oi;. he- 
lief I'wttl . inela4e tkem all* . Now, . as the 
ififlspel^^^i^s^es. a variety ^^kf affeetions '^^ 
thft* human mM>L and manifests a variety 
afi jtbei Vm'm^ ^Atribuieaj^ i^ cannot in one 
jiepse ;ibe cftUi9d/vi»;y simple;, at tiie.same 
iim^ at it? ^Hi«|»ning.4s level to thawnplest 

g5 



ISO 

which it gives the narratioOf . do aoat ^mh^ 
equtrocally dedavt tb^ jpnpdplea. tem 
-which they proeeed; in tUia -qsi^eGl it: maj 
6e called single, StmtfAn contemd&ngigt 
thesimplictly of faithr aiVHOl^iBatisfied ipri^ 
ajQSnnmf that i« iB^dwojrs tbeisame 0^ Hsff^ 
he iiise olgecty4i0di tbiat it iisioui^- 
iDore thaa. the belief iof the 4MtiiBao|r 

of a credible mtnes«» which ia.oeitaM}' 
tnietlniitbejfgo^soliKrap teinaiiitntttbat 
4fae faith of the Gespel coasiBla ki; the km' 
liefof tbe liate facts oalf cC w^ickitteili- 
^s, apart fr4m> their itti^ti -Nowv thfe 
^ew of the sttbject'ifr v^^ asuch^ fitted te 
mislead. The faith of the Gogpel, for itt- 
^Mamce, is «ot merelf the' beHef of tkB Jluits 
.tkiat Jeatts died' afld was Mised fr^ixi^ the 
^9df but al^ and chiefly, of th^ ipif^t 
gS these focta« It is not m^itely tbebeififf 
of att ^n&tfi^ tni^i hai of a^ tdM^fiiaDy^ 
incladiag a Tariety of truths^ toall ol whidi 
it giros cxt&i. . The Jewish eldem and 
priests believed a-bare fact when tteywete 
persaaded that the iMuarreetlott of Jesua 
hadJa reatitjr taken pJaoe> while '4Aiey; did 
not befieve the troths wMeh are cenniMed 
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witli tml ariser otit nf it; It is m trtUhi 
wt teftUtm, tkiit' tke^doetmifs of the Gm^ 
pri are theol^wtt t>f fitilik, but ttut befief 
0t tbeoi iadildfib a bdief of tkeir qUaUties 
or properties* IMe * Gospd is not; only a 
tiue fSKffih^t b«t a sajiBg* ditniely erfcodlesft 
aad siiiteemdy intcceiftiiig and importtot ; 
arid if )t ii not peccehffad in tfais'ii^t^ tben 
it w not ^holievcxl to be. frhat it Ib. bi t>fiii^ 
woidiv^ Aer Mi/ft is Doibdicfvedj'for it is as 
osstotiala park of tlie J>]!nDe tostimanj, 
that the. <9^ospeI' is good ndws of a plan of 
salratikm^ ii^liichis fidlof God, and altc^pe* 
tber wiorthy o£ \am^ and 'adapted to* the 
oUeftf! sinners^ andil^e ibr tbeit iMie, as 
it is tkak'theve is ssA?atioti at all, or that 
JFfSitfBredy andidiikly nd nose agafai; He 
wliO'does «ot imdexstasid the gharioiis tBeimm 
fc^tmdtiief%»<dftfaete facts, does not be* 
Uevietiie 6ot|iei^ bedsuise he does not be- 
lieve what laanessevtiiEil part 6f the trath% 
Soknetimei this escpresnon nmple ^ith is 
used to 4k]iete faith Qnaeconpanied wildh 
stxbng'fteKigb of hope and of jojr^aad such 
like- smsalaons; T^ mi^ respect certain 
partS'Of thetmti;! ifhidi havie the effect of 
pvbdilcihg OB admbwledjgment ofthe faith- 

a 6 
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fulness and kindn^s of God, a coni^ctiOBL 
that his favour: is tltttone ^ tiling -needfo)^ a 
renuticiatioli of all otber hopes> an exp#cta-« 
tion of delivatance, md a ctesira ajftier 6od,* 
while yet there is/ilo^joy, becauise. d^her 
partsx)f the iriith are^not tstearly disceititd; 
Sudi a state ^of; ipind^ in iiegard to the Teire- 
latioQS madei to .Darid, is described in the 
4£d and 4^ P^alins. E^en in such cases, 
boir^^r,- thcure.is' a kind anddegi^ee ofsen- 
sataan jproduceii in coH^espotaid^nee ^to. what 
is really :i»elie^ed»..sb that the exjiressibn in 
question is schsciely oorredti Fyritfa ia^the 
Gospel will produce peace and .joy in pro« 
portion to itis stisengt'fa,. except when disease 
or constitutional ftehdehdea prevent its zia« 
tural operation. :. and when these fruits are 
wanting^, we taij ioansider the <|ue8tion as 
put, 'Whereas ycAirfaith;? The humanmind> 
is ea^*shakeai» i Fain or weakness, sorrow 
or anxiety,, temptation or Tomorise, nuty^dis* 
tract the mind,, aod - mingle, thdur dark im-- 
priessbnis withithieiglory of ttneGos^tsal* 
vationi It may please Grod to permit: a 
jaciing nerve, or. a morbid aensitxveness.of 
firaini^, to. mar ChrhAisaoi joy : evta . to. i the 
graven Ji isk fii^fl^om, ^luj^wmi i^ 
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stat«<(ifniiad» though the effect dftfatural 
causes, is altogether blameleSd* Has the 
Gospel rei»edy been dteddil^apt^Hed ? Have 
s^lfrimtotgenee And iifiidolexice been steadily 
resisted? - . 

.. WtfeoW^e* 'apply the t^m^ simplkiiy to 
fiiUbv me &r& generally understood to mean 
tiiuryservedtiess &nd unfdgaedne^fii ef {)Ttn- 
etple in reii^ioti^ and an unqn^stiofiin^ de« 
pendence on tbe'lote o£ Godin Cbtist, as 
the o»ly hope and de«(tre (^^ tbe senl. This 
is the ebild^like spirit wbidh as so mucb 
commended- o^S^i^Uf^, dnd holy ptec^ 
dWeils witb it. : : 

Sbnid'persdiis^- again,- Wben fhey speak of 
simpie fiithy seetn to view it as a mere ab- 
sence of expressed 'dissent, or as a readiness 
to sign their names at -the foot of' a ci^ed^ 
or a set of church-articles, as a proffer of 
their sanction ^tnd countenance to tbii^^or 
that system. -To this it is a sufficient to- 
sWer, thuMt iiothi^ can be correctly believ- 
ed, nnlKsB it^makes a correct impi^ssion on^ 
the moid. > The belief i« merely an append^-^ 
age and seal to the i»iprtesipn; atfd' unless' 
our' impveiskm of Ghrirtiaiiitjr' cbfi^spoiid 
to idl;tbe higk:iribi^e0t8 rcm^ealed' in t^e'Gos-^ 
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pfl^i the ttmplieity ^ our &Mi will not en* 

' Thete iti Motbeir ira{f ifi Wfakk !tlie €Gt^ 
presaion mfpfe ^;fiHh as used, lumfelj, to 
express the freeness of justificatian^ Wie 
bfcoiM. ifttftroskNi m tlyi sttlv^taoa^ the 
Gospel sisipJy bf belieriog the DinBetes* 
timony* 9Dd«Bot as :ft renMid of the spicHuftl 
fntuts or >4icciwopeMneal;s <^ cm: Mthr^ 
£or the:^lor}r <tf. Divine grice^ thtu, and 
alaafoi? the stoadiBess of our oiwn cMditft 
md peaee^ itds feif gMafc ouMneil that our 
idMi: 09 this vobyaab be dsftiple. When- we 
confound faith with its effects^ leiAar imh 
wiiftdiate OK icpaete, we mar Ae simpHcitj 
aB4 the> ocnclpsiveneBs of the reosoutig 
of Scripture on the .total qypOMtioa hetweea 
faith, aftd wosks us the lUBtter of justttoa»- 
tioa« 

r In the obaeryatiofts fonmly made> we 
SM the cesMiedic^ between fiiilh in the 
Giospel «id.£MHactific8ttoii; but ktm is il 
idatod to justificatiaiit <Nr pardba?' What 
ia«he meaiii% id siloh a sentence as thil^ 
«f A^mift is juatifieit hj faith without 
"^ wocbi?^ IfttSuehiiffimMiQBs^ theeicpre»- 
^'briiulh'' asMBS rfl^iiry the^gMMb- 
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AetoflMssfOfitiK g^ilb of ptrdotf ^ ^ PauV «Qrf» 
'^ Tiiettfi9ffeH is^ faitl^ 4hialr iti migfeifc be 1^ 
.<^gfftKe,r'WiftiefeiMr^k:Kom^iF* 1^^ Faith 
jaiiieke\dkettt}]t c«»tnMited wit)! WQiks or 
AMflritej as. it is^abOiiii aU paB9$gi^wheK 
jftttifieafioBi k tthes «;Ul^.r We Imva fr^ 
i|iiiintr«xaaipfa9s in the Mibl&^S ihe-GMpei 
^ng: stilted vHhont ^ aiij amitiOD pfr fiutb" 
/Fiitts, *'I*is a/&ithfol jB«)iriiifi;«ttd worthyof 
,**5iaU acceptalabsiy that Qiirmt J^iu came 
f^ialatfae.frovliLAo 9ayrjsiimar%''. 1 Tim» i 
ld.;caaiil8b^t:joimt. Il.Matt.xi:Je& Lidie 
oiisc; 10; butriaiJiheaa mstaaaea>tiia oeoniitjr 
iBf Ifakhi ifr alwtajrs: inpiied^ btome th^ ine 
isittier< Uifitatiaiisi to come; te; the SafiraiV 
tinnH i9f^ to beMeitfe ran j imai .:er Iheji laze ^*- 
f?hiTatiOM»; thfit ho lunvof tUnen iar^ bar to 
his 8alv»ttoti;> ifima "willriToaie^ ion him. 
But imotluer reasoiir of tbe > €ob«eoti(M < be- 
*irectt ^tifioatMa aaid:faitii. liiis ;in .tiiia^ 
4mJttSuA> iu Ihe HGospt^'piodiised m confiBEV 
flilty tojtketobaisijter of God*. BaaloiipCOuU 
not be ei^jed.by those jmlnBe oharactera 
^eie /untenemed,. and. finth is . the oaiff i» 
atniBtattt bjr : wJMk a spiniiial .dhaliigef tsaa 
be efieeted. : .Pardon ishertiMrtfd: on afainer^ 
lieeaaae Chiaat jhatksnffeied tfaft piaiiifainent; 
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which they de»^¥v<cl, ivndrbiitlf inagttified 
thelaW whicli cKef tiad kKihMt)Uited-^iiM 
tfot dn accdtiif t clP^ my '^gooA'iMilg iii^tti6m<- 
selves. That pafdoti* may be^e^ly <MMaitti. 
€d thrdugh (Shrist) iitte "mj^ ttting ifflOxk 
we Ore caH^d on to beitev^, %tid w beilei^g 
this we conie to the actiral possession^ of H;' 
The act 6f amnesty is totecedent to curbed 
lief, and independent 'of it— 4t remains fihn 
and g6od, 'thbugfa we scout' it and refe^^ 
but by so' doing, wa^exchide 'oimelves from 
its operation. * ^ 'Each .TDdirfililal 'become 
iBpecialiy interested in this amnesty, by his 
belief of iir^wfaich spectaLinterest is called 
by tlieScr^ttti^e jnstifioatfon.: Thtsbdii^f 
gives the rfglit direction to f h^ 'nffedtitms^ 
by pre^nting t6 -them their proper objects 
— it restores their languid ot feveri^ifpilU 
salion to a JbealttrAil tone-^it expands lEnfd 
elevates them'i;b,'t&at:they take ddligiit in 
Odd, and in ihe wby of all'his commted^ 
ments-^lt thu&brings^ the wonAk *of fim 
earth into union wfth the Ring of Heavten, 
hy i^troddcing'tbeir hearts into the enjoy** 
mentof tbat gldiious^wb^, * in^ Which' His 
infinit!e$ midd rests with etemaLcoihpkcenI* 
cy* This is generally calted ^^anbtificattim^ 



or . tlM^ .renewing \ pf the heart, bdgun on 
eartbi. :Gompletcd in heaves. '. It is a pro- 
Ccjss perfectly jfeajGKuiitble anjd intelligible on 
the.ajcknawie^ped principles. of. the science 
of. the bmsAn mind. -. It is .quite reason- 
ahle^ siirelj,' in a maral fiotnt of view, that 
justificatiod shi^uldbe:thjus connected with 
faith.in the Diviheitestimonyi sbeing that 
fi^itibi is intelligibly connected* by the vexy 
CMstituti^n. of natHre» with a restoration to 
that spirituai chnracter/wbich can alone 
iit for.comoninitai with 6od> or: the happi- 
nfiss of beavisn. 

/But.Miillet it be distinctly jremembered 
and feJt, that the pardon of sin rests on a 
¥{(9^k altogether Jindependent of the faith, 
prtove, or obedience of man. The Friend, 
ahd Bi:other» and Representative of sinners, 
his borne /Hhe chastisement of their p^ace," 
flipd satisged th<^ demands of justice on theii! 
behalf, , Jbe a^tence .has been 6xecuted# 
and the records of heaven beai{ that *' it. is 
f«ft»ished»^ The; Divide) gracious deter- 
iilin$)bion to pardon sinners through Chi!ist» 
is Jreely fti^d uqiversjaljy pi^claitned as an 

^fit Mreadyvp§*ed, in :the.'hi«*wy <^: that 

gf$#t vi{pi^^;nfm which H.r^^i:^nd.*H am 



\ 



13& 

mvitoi to cgtse in aadparMke^f tbe pro^ 
ttction and heiikag uAxto^oi ihe pur* 
don i\ms fnsely pvodmiied; . Tbgse viio 
bdievie in it^are gradually ^anotified i^ it* 
But let it not be supposed tiMt they are 
gradually* pardoned byvit* Tbe.paidimwas 
tdrtualfy obtained bj*^ Cbmt befove they 
ever beatd of it. By unlieKef 4bey would 
hare excluded tbemseKiss from its pretec* 
tion, as well as influence, alcogetiien Wirnt 
is the d^ot«( faith but that our salf«^ 
tion is from £iat to last the £niit of pure 
favour; and how can the necefstty of believ- 
ing it to be a fceegift, be inconsistent with 
its bdi^ such ? By believing itt they come 
under its protection; and, according to the 
degree of their Adth, is their enjoyment of 
it, and tfaeir contomity to its spirit. He 
who believes the Divine testimony that the 
blood of Christ deansetb from all sin, m 
within the scope of the paidon ; but, ac^ 
cording to the vividnesB, the constancy, and 
the distinctnesa of the impressions which 
this truth makes on his mind, wHI be 
his Cbristimi titntux^ and spiritual joy* 
We are \told that in the heavenly worid, 
UMOrO'are gr^iEit ynrieties^ of glory and hap* 
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pihess. Tte icfweA'^kt In that kln|^d6m 
into which nirithe^ din nor aonrbw eoter/is 
mmif Tstfhey$md ttie blrighfest ooneeptions 
bf xwreannhly mindtei atfc^ Oh) hew opposite 
tso idar deseitg !' but yet we at^ encoura^d 
t» aim liigh^' and to ciiltiVate a hdiy ambi- 
'4ioii to te near and lik^e our Lord. The way 
to Hita attainmentis to walkt^y ftStli whilst 
^iTBAebere; t& bave the erose and the gforj 
of the SarioM erev pit^Mt to the heart, as 
tbe^sptbof^' o{ kfkf lov>^ mkd'h^ to 

reeettB the evi^nts'and duties of life' as the 
wholesome exet^es by- which be tries and 
rtreagitfaens the faitbroftiis* people; to took 
to him ^ooHtiiMi^Uy ftnr abntidant aftj^es of 
his conforting: aad ^piieketting SIpirtt; tc^ 
cdbsider lotrrteitev aatbe^hlood-bought'chit- 
dr^ of our Father, wfaowii^^e is ever upon 
us, whose ear is esrer open to us/whosteiata 
ever supports vlir' whose iove'changetli fM>l; 
and to be in:ioflghig a»d ^ > w abiil hl eitp^eta^ 
tion df^thie boon i^^u he wM brit us hence 
to the fu3i eigc^eiit of our tnheirkailoe; 
to^feeltbatoaij eteniity has Already begun, 
that bur ftaar choice is foretuoahly Hiade» 
<aikl thut, te ibis wbtidmd^Mt of tMs #<to9d» 
wA In atr JMfM^ dik mimmM fi of <«i^- 
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6iice> Christ k and must be our* only fiaU 
and sfttisfyin^. portion ;fore^6Fr ; ^ ' *' t* *. 

• 

, My object in this Essjiy has riot been fi> 

r^ represent fadtha^a d%cult or perptexbd 

operationi.bttt: tO; withdratr'.tbe afatenifon 

from, the act ^^f belieying; and to fixiit oii 

the.ot^eet of beli^f^ by iSiowiog that ^e catii' 

not'h^ve anyrinoj^l fatt without entering' 

into its qpimty and tneanitigt ,and imports 

apce ; thai w^ eanno^'beUere in otir d^ 

dunger. witttojBt a|iprel^nitoi;.€rt*rin our^Cxwtt 

deliveraiKre mthfi^ ^r.-aiiA, that, weTdin^ 

not betiew iir-gew^Ms-ctiaipassiony or 6elf» 

sacrififlBg banfvoletioe^ without having, (m, 

our minds at the time impvessions rcbrre^ 

sponding to these aflfeetions ; juM as wecah^ 

not believe in.a..eolQurt unless we recal to 

ourmnds the impMimp cor^^ndingto 

that qolottr. J^€«i,bad -these been no' mem 

tton of fail^ madelthmnogh the wiioleBiblei 

^ it is yet 6f]itoit..t0^^miiion:4ehse that tck 

f ooimiianiff^aaicQtildbe.profitllbkfc tonoiie 

I hut to tiips^ wba^ beKeV4^ ifiieiAKandittis 

no. le« evidefttttfaetf unless these cooim^ni^ 

• cetiopsat^iinddtstoodr they cannot bebe^ 

licised M' tJneir !true meftningv Qur bubitiess 

tben>]4<i(V'«l(diW»jlaiid!tbe ittiaairigrof ^those 
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(M9ibttDici(i9BfrirU(^^adiiM bbeir pleased 
to make. to u» is.bis woid, aod toreedve 
tiii^^^ wbstMtiid idft]ftii»9 altogetliet in- 
ddptffidtiNt •£ ^ wr •dini8ti6& or rqeetioo. 
QeiA am tfa^a have tabea place, abd certain 
pl^cyiples.esQMiit in ihe.^ovArament.of^the 
ijmi7er6?, wbetber Mv i^lieve them^ nr not. 
Qpr 4i9l>elief of them: nether destroys their 
oaUHtiieek nor taloea bom tiieir- importance ; 
tb(^ CQHtiniie.tbe same, andwiUf cbntraae 
%ti eacemiaetiA unlimited Bad ilmcinijbroUabie 
inftueftc^ OT«r mii^ destinies QircnderjiThese 
facta and.pptkic}plie8 d^dttiethe cbaraetaf of 
Q0d^ and it i is lifeefernal to know: them.- 
I To jpeject tfaenir s to i clash .with Omnipo* 
leAce; and to be' ignorant of tbem^ is to be 
in.moral dathness^ ^ ^ 

We must prosecute onr . ioqQipiea ton tins 
Sjabject,.n0t aa crities^ car jodges, orsoholais,. 
but; as sinnersi. , Jt.is not lin in toi^9Sting. 
esifrciae for one iiBsnlties,; biHt a pardon; foe 
am SMIS9 and a. cure lor onr spirttualdiseasM 
es^ that ilire .nmat ieekafiteir« Ifweaaek^jve 
shall find, and we sball ifind. them! in Jesus^ 
Christ* But the) doe^vei'yv ' though ifewilL 
gladden^ vjlknot eieirid^i .Tfaesgnal end 
for. which i we nice called oh to belienB Ihe^ 
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'3liifMMhistQB»:l movldjQiiltiiBDtbeOTMJkfir 
(«aii Irdbsitetd take^kfaescadtioa to ny dwu 

hm^ DWn. atrt Bgth» Tiitre is -ma ^agtwt iie« 
QcsaMTjr itt^ihb molsCeiv w]kQse:d|ppf«4i(m te 
vmMlerfiil,. Jhrboseih^k: old igrAcftiu office 
itis^te tekeof rtbelUigs tjMliilrd CbriA's 
nii ihvwtiiem tartte8(MiIs<bf)lihiier$r «Md 
without whom no son oC^flEsan.lKts erer b«w 
Itered: hbIo< ieinoflasling^ JifiB; ^ :flA>fi>ffite 
aad .ddkUliJke ifepen^koide ) en : Abe Holy 

a consfitMni pBXt,t£ . tibar^Cluditian 'cbaxme-i' 
tac iTfae >workMiC iiBBtaKatuDiv^in tsH ilt 
pavtg^ jaaidria all its; gUnrjr^ »;God^5.' The 

littsfeed lidtb ilh^- hiiflittiit) caoiifidtbce- ife 
wilio knmsDtfoit thfeAlBii||hl}illIntb:.ciitafw 
ed: JthoB^ jfitid itt tiasiia(tai,j jbi4 vAbili tm hut 
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arm the cause rests, will, while he feels his 
own litter insignificance, yet confidently an- 
ticipate the result* That anticipation must 
be weakened by whatever confidence he 
may place in himself. The assistance of 
this i^;^it is one of the gifts which Christ 
now reigns to bestow. It is given to those 
who ask it, and those who receive it, live 
with God for ever. Oh what will one day 
be the feelings of those who have not asked 
it, and therefore have not received it ! 



THE ENDi 



Piintid fay Bfllfour Ae Clarke. 
EdUBlnizgh< 1828. 
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